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of the next spring; and having stationed the troops for the wint
among the Carnutes, Andes, and Turones, with others that lay nead
est to the scene of the recent operations, he set out for ltaly. When th
dispatches reporting these various victories reached Rome, a :E&
thanksgiving of fifteen days was formally declared by the Mn.:mh. sur

passing in extent anything ever yet voted to a successful general. |
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SECTION 1. CHASTISEMENT OF ALPINE TRIBES
On leaving for lialy, Caesar had been detained with a matter of
much difficulty and annoyance which had grown up in the south-
eastern corner of his Transalpine Province. The Nantuates, Veragri,
and Seduni are three mountain tribes inhabiting the district
stretching southwards from the Allobroges and the line formed
by Lake Geneva and the Rhone valley, to the highest summits of
the Italian Alps. Through their territories runs an important trade
route, upon which merchants had for long been subjected to grave
personal risks, as well as the most extortionate tolls. and which
therefore Caesar was now determined to have cleared. An expedition
for the purpose was accordingly fitted out, consisting of one legion
(the Twelfth) and a section of native cavalry, all under command
of Servius Galba, who was given full discretion about wintering in
the district. Galba, after fighting a number of successful actions,
and storming and capturing many of their mountain fastnesses,
succeeded in winning the submission of the entire neighborhood;
hostages were given, and peace concluded. He then decided to stay
through the winter, and with this object detached two of his bat-
talions to hold the Nantuates, while with the remaining eight he
took up his position in the principal village of the Veragri, named
Octodurus (Martigny). This place lies in a sheltered valley. which
after broadening out into a moderate plain, is then completely shut
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in by masses of lowering rock. A river cuts it in two halves,

which Galba made over for their awn use to the native population,

the other he occupied with his infantry, entrenched behing lines of
ditch and palisade,

Life in winter quarters was proceeding satisfactorily, and req-i
uisitions for corn had been issued to the neighborhood, when one
morning the scouts reported to the commandant that during the
night the natives had completely evacuated their section of the vil.
lage, and that the overhanging heights were now thronged wi

and to make a bold attempt to
auses underlying this resolve, (he
evident weakness of the Roman force, which, |
originally but a single legion, had permanently parted with ¢
of its ten battalions; whilst the subsequent dispatch of variou
on commissariat duty had still further depreciated it in the
the inhabitants. But besides mere numerical inequaliy,
much to the marked difference of natural position

themselves and their opponents,

crush the legion. Of the several ¢
chief of all was the self-

wo out
S units
eyes of
they trusted
occupied by
and imagined that, by an impetu-
ous descent from the heights under cover of a cloud of spears, they

could render their opening charge perfectly irresistible. And apart

altogether from military considerations, there was the passionate
resentment at the violent removal of their children under the title of _
hostages; and lastly there was the widespread belief that in this occu-
pation of the Alps the Romans were seeking, not only the adequate
protection of the roads, but a permanent footing in their country, |
and its incorporation in the southern Province,

Upon Galba the rising came with crushing surprise. It found his |

fortifications and defenses still to a large extent unfinished, and |
Snimsnnnm»o%momnoﬂ:

and other stores dangerously inadequate; |

for the enemy’s submission and delivery of hostages had removed
all fear of further complications from his mind. A council of war

- Was hastily summoned, and at this the officers were asked forheir

~opinions. That they were confronted with a stituation perilous in the
suspicion, was evident: it was also

extreme, without either warning or
evident, as they looked out on the line of heights, almost all of them
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withering fire of stones and the light Gallic v,_u.ﬂa_”m e noo_:n%m
The assault, however, was gallantly met, m.:i fig :*“._M« T coo e
and precision the garrison, as long as their strengt Mm m_w. -
advantage of position on their side, made every m:onMrﬁn :n.n_mvom:ﬁm
the line were instantly filled, and the pressure 0::2 kened points
at once relieved. But as the engagement wore o:..ﬁ e ﬂ :.n_ R
the combat became painfully apparent. m.u: the m_n__n, o Hmn:.n;m o
fresh men were constantly ready to step into the v_ »nMnN ::B,Uaa "
orarily exhausted: within the Roman camp, :..n slen o
Mﬁ mnmn:u,n made all such expedients mavqwn:n.uin. h oﬂrn m -
impossible for tired men to withdraw for a 2_:._0 from e HTM e
line, but even the wounded could not leave their places
shelter in the rear.
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the senior centurion of the Twelfth legion, has u_.qﬂwwhmn“““:. o
us as desperately wounded in the great battle wit >
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together with Caius Volusenus, a man whose coolness of judgemen
was only equalied by his intrepid courage,
commander and submitted to him that the
Roman force was to cut its way out and to risk everything on one

supreme effort. Upon this, Galba hastily summoned his centurions;

and through them the troops were rapidly informed of the line}
of action to be pursucd. By slightly relaxing their efforts, and by
merely parrying the blows of thejr opponents, they were quietly to
husband their strength until, on the given signal, a combined sortie
would be made, after which cvery man's safety must depend on his
own right arm. V

approached the Roman
only chance now left th

These instructions the men carefully observed, and when, a few
minutes later, all four Bates of the camp were suddenly flung
the Romans burst upon their astonished foe
ried everything before it and never

open,
with a charge that car-
allowed them to recover their
presence of mind. A more complete reversal of the conditions it is
difficult to conceive;

and those who a moment before had imag-
ined themselves on the brink of capturing a Roman Camp, now saw “
themselves hemmed in and cut down on all sides by the very garri- _
son they had been so lately beleaguering. Fully a third of the thirty
thousand men and more, known to have gathered for the assaul, *
soon lay lifeless on the ficld; while the rest, driven before the victori-
ous legionaries, dared not even rally on reaching the surrounding _
heights. No vestige of the enemy anywhere remained, and the troops, |
after stripping the dead of their arms, returned at their leisure to the
fortifications of camp. But to tempt fortune too often was not
the desire of Galba. The contrast between his original motives for
wintering in the district

and the present actual results of that policy
was sufficiently glaring; moreover, and this weighed with him most,
his magazines and stores were now dangerously depleted. On the
morrow of this battle, therefore, he first burned all the buildings of

the place, and then set out to make a rapid march back 1o the Prov- |

ince. No opposition was grcomatered from the enemy on the march,
Nantuates having been safely reached, the
now united legion continued jts way on to the Allobroges, and there
passed the remainder of the winter.

and the country of the
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SECTION I1. NAVAL WAR WITH THE VENET1

n

: These operations successfully concluded, Caesar had good qmw.ﬁ_u
; the

o regard the pacification of Gaul as complete. The power of th

mv.w&mmn had been broken, the German m=<u¢nnm nxv.n:mm_ E“.MQMM_M.
on the Alps Roman arms had been S:.:& 5. u._n:.ui, o o
‘Seduni. At the beginning of winter he :s&. F_C:.m::nn in .mr:u :om
his visits to [llyricum,' from a natural desire to inspect :r.h .__UJOMHN:_
of his government, when suddenly war o:nn” .:c:.w U:..wr.n.o:«, n“mﬁlg_“
The causes of this were as follows. In making his 5::..& s e
tions for the winter, Caesar had stationed :ﬁ. mn<m.:5 legion, “_ e
Publius Crassus, a comparatively young officer, in the ,nc:.:. nwﬂrn
the Andes (Angers), nearest of all thercfore to ::.w ..f_u::nn.:ann
local supplies of corn hcre Ec«.m:m.m:uacacuﬁ. _M” .nooqwmnqm !
had dispatched to the neighboring tribes m.n;.nnw_ o >:m otficers 1o
arrange for the improvement of the nc_::,:mmm:mr mﬂo Mm::m S
T. Terrasidius had gone to the Esubii aaav.‘ M. ”H:m v_:.w_. ; ,:3
the Curiosolitae (west of Dinan), and Q. Velanius, with T. Silius, to
i (L'Orient to the Vilaine).
<n:m.wﬂ ﬁm.wm:nﬂ“om peoples, the last named exercise an ::“uv.“:msnum_“w_a
supremacy along all the scaboard of this .nolzwq. of Mmz NM:MVBO:_M
have they very strong mercantile fleets, with s...?n: they e c.n,
trade with Britain, but in practical mnmaudm:_ﬁ and x:wz n. m:n:w
naval warfare they far surpass their rivals. The %&0_@ no..nmpv_m -
wild and storm-beaten; and as it is intersected 2:.: »,m% ?.: QJ.QE‘
of which are in their hands, they have succeeded in v:.:m.:m.:.:m mr
them as tributaries the large majority of tribes who ..E—“_ :.MMMH.E:”
these quarters. Such was the people who :w% Tnm&n.a“\ F_ ¢ “m ment
against Rome, by scizing the vnnmcsm.& w_:“m W_M.M_‘ MM” mn..mamﬁ
e impression that this would regain the ..
_n..”n:\ mﬂue‘n: to Crassus, by forcing an exchange. SM@.EUHM <MMM“_.
led the way other tribes were not slow to F:oi.“ an .: ! mNm o
ral with Gauls to act without forethought o.q an.__vmnw:ohﬁ.: ) p,:ﬁma
long before Trebituswnd Terrasidius were likewise mn_NM . . ﬂ_}ngmm
tribes then rapidly communicated with each other, m:_. _,wv :n_ :5.~
by their leading chiefs, swore to ccmni\m. a common policy, muan:m:m..
come what might, they would stand or fall together. Then v
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SECTION Il. NAVAL WAR WITH THE VENETI1

These operations successfully concluded, Caesar had good reason

to regard the pacification of Gaul as complete. The power of the
Belgae had been broken, the German invaders expelled, and even
on the Alps Roman arms had been carried to victory over the

‘Seduni. At the beginning of winter he had felt justified in extending

his visits to [llyricum,’ from a natural desire to inspect that portion
of his government, when suddenly war once more broke outin Gaul.
The causes of this were as follows. In making his military distribu-
tions for the winter, Caesar had stationed the Seventh legion, under
Publius Crassus, a comparatively young officer, in the country of
the Andes (Angers), nearest of all therefore to the Atlantic. The
local supplies of corn here proving inadequate, its commander
had dispatched to the neighboring tribes several of his officers to
arrange for the improvement of the commissariat. Amongst these
T. Terrasidius had gone to the Esubii (Sess), M. Trebius Gallus 1o
the Curiosolitae (west of Dinan), and Q. Velanius, with T. Silius, to the
Veneti (L'Orient to the Vilaine).
Of these three peoples, the last named exercisc an unchallenged
supremacy along all the seaboard of this corner of Gaul. Not only
have they very strong mercantile fleets, with which they commonly
trade with Britain, but in practical seamanship and knowledge of
naval warfare they far surpass their rivals. The whole coast is here
wild and storm-beaten; and as it is intersected with few harbors, all
of which are in their hands, they have succeeded in bringing under
them as tributaries the large majority of tribes who sail the scas in
these quarters. Such was the people who now headed the movement
against Rome, by seizing the persons of Silius and Velanius, under
the impression that this would regain them their own hostages,
fately given to Crassus, by forcing an exchange. Where the Vencti
led the way other tribes were not slow to follow; and it being natu-
ral with Gauls to act without forethought or deliberation, it was not
long before TrebiuSwnd Terrasidius were likewise seized. The three
tribes then rapidly communicated with cach other, and represented
by their leading chiefs, swore to observe a common policy, and that,
come what might, they would stand or fall together. Then widening
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their appeal to more distant tribes, they implored these to hold fast
by that liberty which formed the Pprecious heritage of their fathers;
and not tamely to acquiesce in a state of servitude to Rome. With
extraordinary quickness the entire seaboard was won to their cause,
and an embassy representing the confederates was then dispatched
to Crassus, Emo::m:m him that, if he wanted to get back his officers;
he must first surrender them their hostages.
The dispatch reporting these events reached Caesar many hun-
dreds of miles from the scene of the disturbance: all he could do
therefore for the present was to order a fleet of warships to be built
on the Liger (Loire), which flows into the Ocean, galley crews to
be trained in the southern Province, and sailors and helmsmen to be
held in readiness. These preparations were pushed forward rapidly,
and as soon as the season of the year allowed, he himself rejoined
the army. His arrival did but deepen the apprehensions of the Veneti
and their accomplices, which a just appreciation of the heinousness
of their offense had already excited. Knowing that with all nations
alike the name of envoy has always been regarded as sacred and invio-
lable, and that they had rudely seized and thrown such into prison,
what, they asked themselves, could they possibly do under the cir
cumstances but prepare for war on a scale commensurate with their
danger? For such a war their principal reliance lay in their fleet, and
every measure tending to the more perfect equipment of this weapon
was now eagerly embraced. They were the more sanguine of success
because of the great confidence reposed in the natural strength of
their position. The land routes of their country were constantly inter-
cepted by the sca, the navigation of its waters was, in the absence
of local knowledge, most perilous, and on either element they felt
tolerably certain that want of proper supplies would make any long
campaign impossible for the Roman armies; whilst should all these
expectations fail, there still remained their fleet, and the undoubted
superiority which this afforded. The Romans, on the contrary, could
hardly be said to possess a fleet, and knew n&thing of the real factors
that must determine any military operations in that country, viz. the
shoals, harbors, and islands: and they would quickly learn that sail-
ing on the boundless waste of the Atlantic was a very different thing
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from what it was on the landlocked Zn&:w:d:.nmn. wn,:;:m oM :an”.m
expectations, they proceeded to mpqm:mﬁrw: their tow :.v.. an _ﬁwo__n.vnn "
sion them from the country; at the same time as _u.nmn a :www: oree as
possible assembled off Venetia, this being the point at whic : ae N
.ioc_a admittedly open the campaign. For ﬁrm struggle :Qwr _E_Mmma
ing alliance was made with the Osismi, Lexovii, ZmB:n_nm,. m i o»
Morini, Diablintes, and Menapii, and even from the opposite co
itai istance was summoned.
w:%““u Mmm“mn:_:nm confronting military operations in m:n.: a no%:mﬂu
have been sufficiently set forth above; yet from many v,o_.:pm M:MRQ
the campaign appeared to Caesar advisable. The v3<0n..:c:3:niw~
by the arrest of distinguished Romans; the :.nwnrna.ocm renene
of hostilities after the conclusion of ﬁnunn_.w:a rebellion a HM e
surrender of hostages; the formidable coalition of so Emﬂw ow... N
tribes that was now gathering—each of these _,aumo:m.. t o.“Ml:r
itself adequate, was strengthened moc.l,o_n_ cw_ M:M:MWM-MMMM Hrnnm "
ing with the present situation wou .
M”“Mmﬁ_m”“_”“mp a m:::unﬂnnnnn was allowed themselves. %rn_ﬂﬂn—“ﬁ”
characteristics of the Gallic temperament were only ncw we . Mmcm-
to Caesar—their restlessness and _O<M OM, n:»ﬁ:m_wwm:“““ MMA_._MQ -
ibility to any appeal to arms—and when to .
”Mm“_n”.mun_wmzmmzwn ovm mankind, which :”__rmw n:nM..m“o“un M-HNMMNFNMM
it seemed to him advisable, in or revent |
“.MM””M_,“_NMM”M n_vw. the movement, to make a more general distribution
forces. ;
o ﬂ.wM N.w“u““& a division of cavalry was &mvmﬁ.nrn& to .:._n AM@HMM_O
(Tréves) and the Rhine border, under Titus Labienus, a.S:.. .A“. mo s
maintain a strict watch on the Remi and o:un.n Belgic z.“ wnqw. "
to keep them to their allegiance; m:@. there being n_”__w_,a”grn wn_wun
that the Germans were being invited into the country by o qm.n_..
1o stop any attempt by that people to force the wummmmnmoczn_mn vmzw
Similarly, to hold the country. wm the south, w force o. e Bav
talions with strong cavalry mcvv%.mm was mQ.: into .P&::m:. o
P. Crassus; since the importance of _u_.,nﬂﬁz_::m anr”_” M.w“—“_”_w “m M: e
iliari those regions to Central Gaul, an
“”_MM__.MMMMMM.;“@: ﬁrnMn two powerful groups of tribes, could hardly
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be overestimated. Lastly, three legions were sent northward under|

Titurius Sabinus, to overawe the Venelli, Curiosolitae, and Lexovii,

and to isolate all that section from the main area of disturbance. The

newly built fleet, reinforced by such vessels as the Pictones, Santoni,
and other friendly tribes had. on receiving Caesar’s commands, been
able to contribute, was entrusted to D, Brutus, one of the younger
officers; whose orders were to sail for the Venetian coasts as soon as
ever circumstances made it possible. After that Caesar, with the land
forces for the campaign, started for the same objective.
The enemy’s towns were for the most part situated on sites almost
inaccessible, such as the extreme points of long spits of land, or
jutting promontories. On the landward side therefore, it was impos-
sible ta approach when once the flood-tide was in from the deep, a
flow that takes place twice a day at twelve hours’ interval: whilst to
advance by ship was equally ineffective, because, on the succeeding
ebb, the vessels were bound to be knocked to pieces on the shoals.
Their investment therefore was on either element seriously retarded.
Occasionally the Roman engineering works would so far triumph as
to shut out the surrounding sea by gigantic moles and breakwaters,
carried to the level of the town walls, making the garrison doubtful
about maintaining their position. But in all such cases a large fleet of
vessels stood ready to take off all that was of any value, and as their
maritime resources were practically inexhaustible, it was casy to sail
away to the adjoining towns, and there to avail themselves once more
of the same admirable system of defense. In repeating these tactics
for the greater part of the summer, they were largely aided by the
prolonged absence of the Roman fleet, due to bad weather;® nor must
it be forgotten that navigation in such a waste of open waters, where
the tide runs like a mill-stream, and where harbors are few and far
between, is beset with no ordinary difficulties.

On the other hand, their own ships had been specially designed
and equipped 1o suit the conditions of the coast. Slightly flatter at the
keel than those of the Romans, so as to take the si%ls and falling
tide with greater ease, they rose at their stem and stern sheer from
the water-line, and were thus admirably adapted to withstand the
heavy scas of stormy weather; and being built throughout of solid
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‘oak, their hulls were proof against any amount o.m strain or d:.a qm”.:_m
_ _\.3. the elements. Inboard, the timbers athwartships were m:._; a omp
. mnn_u. and were bolted home by iron rivets as ﬂo:.n as a man’s pﬂ_h:_”. b:
the anchors were held by chain cables in place w. _..mzmnﬁ.f an .p eir
sails were raw hides or roughly tanned skins, ,::w last device in vopm-
sibly due to their want of flax, and nc:mnn:m:.p _m:o_,m.m:..un Om_ 02»,.””
work it, or (what is far more probable), 1o Hmn_n.nosm_nn_os. t 5”. om
riding out the heavy gales of the >H_u=:n.. with its So_n:ﬁ.va:w .vrn”
wind, as well as for steering vessels carrying so much dead sn_wr ,
canvas is not the best material. In fighting ships of such a S.wm. w M
Roman fleet possessed one and only one tactical w&é:ﬁmn. viz. t .u
of specd, produced by the powerful stroke of their oars: M“n.:.,: n.uﬁ“
other point of view, the peculiar nature of the _On.u_ no_.g _:.wsww .
well as the constant heavy weather, told strongly in mm(oﬂ_oa ﬂa M<
opponents. The effective employment of the ram was preclu M:mm.a
the massive nature of their timbers, and to throw a spear w: to -
decks was, owing to their immense height, a feat of no oR__:uQm. _r ;
whilst a similar difficulty affected every u:&:? p.o hook .z._aa_g ‘M mM
grappling-irons. Nor did even this close the list of inequalities. “ ”.o?.
of a sudden freshening of the wind, when 9_@ turned to run be o
the gale, the Venetian vessels not only made lighter of :..w m”_oqz._a. o
could afterwards bring up in shoal water; and when left hig M:._ . o\m
by the tide, were haunted by no fears of m::_»n:. reefs and qwn s;a
which were a constant source of anxiety to their oEuc:n:.Hv. .
That his present resources were inadequate m.oa no_u_nmAs_”u 50
elusive an enemy was now clear to Caesar. ,_.9"5 after town had mnuzn
carried by assault; yet as long as it was impossible to cut off qnn“n_nﬂn )
the moment of capture, all these efforts were so much waste ... or_
nor could any real damage be inflicted on the anmm.:mn. C:Qn«h:n
circumstances the only course was to await the u:‘:.w_. of the ,nMr
This at last made its appearance, and was no sooner sighted M%‘a M
natives, than putting out to meet ..-.ﬁ.ﬁ/m%*moan two .:::a“agnmms
twenty sail, they took up their position, all ready for instant « o
and all armed to the teeth. What tactics to adopt under Qmmm.no: :
tions was to Brutus and his officers, (the tribunes u:& nn“ﬂ:w_o.” _o:_,
charge of separate ships), a matter of much perplexity. The u
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the ram had proved quite ineffective, and the other chief method of|
attack, the movable turret, was hardly less so, for these when raised|
were still overtopped by the high poops of the Venetians, which not!
only made it difficult for the Romans to fire at so high an angle,
but also caused the missiles of the Gauls to fall with greater impact
on the decks. One device there was on the Roman side, specially
designed beforehand, which proved of signal service. This was a kind
of pointed hook let into the end of a long pole, much like the com-
mon weapon used in siege warfare to loosen the enemy’s walls. With
these the halyards connecting the yards and masts of the Venetian
vessels were skilfully caught and drawn in; upon which the Roman
galley was quickly put under way, thereby snapping the halyards with
the sudden impetus of her movement. The halyards cut, the yards of
necessity fell in a heap to the deck, and as the enemy relied almost
exclusively on the sails and rigging of their ships, the loss of these at
once left them helpless and disabled. The rest resolved itself into a
hand to hand encounter, and here the Romans|quickly asserted their
superiority; for the action being fought out under the eyes of Caesar
and all his army, who were posted on every hilltop and coign of van-
tage that offered a good view of the sea. no actof m

ore than ordinary
daring could pass unnoticed.

Having torn away the yards in the manner described, the Roman
galleys by twos and threes closed in upon single Venetian ships, and
the troops, with a fierce rush, poured over their sides. The new tactics
carried dismay into the heart of the enemy. Ship after ship was car-
ried by storm, and all efforts to stop the progress of their opponents
secmed futile. At length they turned and fled, the whole of the vast

flotilla scudding before the wind. But at this moment the breeze sud- ]

denly died away, leaving such a dead calm behind it that the ships
remained motionless on the water. Nothing could have been more
opportune for completing the work of victory. One by one they were
rowed down, boarded, and captured; and it was only the friendly
intervention of night that allowed a few survivors to make the shore,
after a fight that had raged from nine in the morning till sunser.
This battle was decisive of the campaign against the Veneti and

the rest of the maritime tribes. On board the fleet had been not only
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Roman column advanced through their country,
on the march. The first attack was delivered by
was easily repulsed; afterwards, on the Romans t

suddenly disclosed, and rising to attack their
once more restored the battle.

A long and swubborn action followed, under circumstances that
were well calculated 1o bring out the highest qualities of either com-
batant. The Sontiates were inspired by memories of bygone victories,
as well as by the knowledge that on their gallantry that day rested the
hopes of all Aquitania: the Romans on their side were no less eager
to show the world what they could accomplish under their brilliant
young leader, far away from their commander-in-chief and the other
legions. Crippled by wounds, the cncmy at last turned and fled, and
in the pursuit that followed lost heavily, Endeavoring after this to cap-
ture their principal town upen his march, Crassus was obliged, owing
to the stout resistance offered, to halt

The garrison fought most bravely, sortie and mining being both tried
on various occasions (the latter with a skill peculiar to the Aquitani-
ans, owing to the numerous copper workings in their country); but
Roman vigilance foiled every stratagem, and feeling the hopelessness
of the struggle, the Sontiates at length sent out word to Grassus beg-
ging to be allowed to surrender. This was granted, and in compliance
with the terms dictated the delivery of arms forthwith proceeded.
Suddenly, whilst everybody's attention was diverted by this busi-
ness, from another quarter of the town a treacherous attempt at
escape was made by the enemy. Among the Sontiates there exists a
sort of military order, known as Soldurii, whose members live under
vows of perpetual friendship. Each pair of friends shares in common

all the material goods of life, and should either of such companions
come to a violent end, the other is bound

either o incur the same fate
by his side, or afterwards to perish b

y his own hand; nor is any case

: j T

~-on s record where the survivor has refused to die when he, to whose~
T~

mlnﬂamri he had been solemnly dedicated, has been killed. With six
hundred of this band, the commander of the town, named Ad
nus, now attempted to force his way out; but the alarm being q
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and proceed by regular siege. .
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on these instructions, they then first returned to the Roman camp,

"where they picked up the garrison battalions whose strength was still
unimpaired by the toil of battle; and then making a wide detour, so
'as to avoid detection from the camp opposilc, reached the weak spot

in the enemy's defenses, alluded to above, whilst the eyes and atten-
tion of all were still riveted on the struggle raging at the front. There,
tearing away the stockade before any indication of their approach
had been noted by the enemy, or these had awakened to the full mea-
sure of their peril, they quickly established themselves on the inner
side. A few moments later, and the roar of battle coming from that
quarter fell on the expectant ears of the stormers at the front; and at
the sound, as so often happens where victory is in sight, strength and
dash were renewed, and the attack pressed home with fiercer energy.
Surrounded on all sides, the enemy now gave up the day as lost, and
in a wild rush for life began leaping over the defenses. But across
the perfectly level plains the cavalry pursued with deadly effect: and
when at last the men rode back to camp far on in the night, they had
left alive barely one fourth of the fifty thousand tribesmen known
to have assembled from Aquitania and the country of the Cantabri
(Northwest Spain).

The tidings of this disastrous battle was at once followed by the
surrender of the vast majority of tribes: and hostages from the Tar-
belli, Bigerriones, Ptianii, Vocates, Tarusates, Elusates, Gates, Ausci,
Garumni, Sibuzates. and Cocosates were now given up to Crassus.
The sole exceptions were a few tribes from the outlying portions of the
country, who considered that the near approach of winter made it
safe to refuse compliance.

The whole of Gaul was now quiet, the only tribes still in the
field being the Morini and Menapii,” neither of whom had as yet
shown any disposition to accept terms of peace from the Roman
governor. Although therefore the season was almost over, Caesar

determined to make yet one more expedition this year, under the

Un:%u/n#mp a campaign against these two tribes could be rapidly car-
ried through. On entering their country, however, with the Roman
forces, he found that they had adopted a method of warfare wholly
at variance with the previous practicc of the Gauls. Perceiving that

N
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the attempt to fight the Romans in the open had invariably brought
disaster upon even the strongest tribes, they had decided to make)
full use of their natural advantages; and with this object had buried
themselves and all their belongings in the heart of those immense
tracts of forest and fen that characterize this district. The xoawah
army had arrived on the outskirts of these forests, and had begun’
entrenching for the night, no sign being yet anywhere seen of the
enemy, when just as the men had scattered for their work, suddenly:
from all sides of the wood a furious charge was made upon the aston-
ished troops. The latter flew 1o arms, and, the attack having been
beaten off, drove them back into the wood with heavy loss; though
in attempting to follow them into the intricacies of the forest, they
suffered certain casualties of their own. )
The next few days were spentin cutting a wedge through this dense
woodland. To protect his men from being suddenly assailed in flank,
when for the time the sword had been laid aside for the axe, Caesar
directed that the timber, as fast as it was felled, should be stacked
in two parallel rows facing the enemy,
on either side. The work proceeded wi
few days a sufficient avenue had been
to seize some of the enemy’s cattle and the hindmost portion of the
baggage, though they themselves ever receded towards the thicker
parts of the bush. At this stage operations had to be suspended, bad
weather and continual rain making it impossible to keep the troops
any longer under canvas. Having therefore wasted all the cultivated
lands and burnt every village and homestead within reach, Caesar
returned with the army, which was then distributed for the winter
among the Aulerci, Lexovii, and other tribes lately in rebellion. i

thus forming a steep rampart
th amazing rapidity, and in a
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dependent on the raising of corn, their staple food consisting of;
milk and the flesh of herds, whilst hunting also is a very favorite pur-:

suit. Indeed their wonderful physique is mainly attributable to this

pastime, as it necessitates a rough diet, constant hard exercise, and

an untrammeled freedom of life (from boyhood they are taught no
habits of obedience, and never think of practicing the least degree of
self-restraint) resulting in that immense bodily strength and propor-
tion of limb and muscle that are truly astounding. So hardy is their
condition, that though the climate is one of the most rigorous, they
are accustomed to wear nothing but a few skins, the scanty covering
of which leaves a large part of the body exposed, and they habitually
bathe in their rivers,
As to their intercourse with the autside world, traders are admit-
ted amongst them more to provide a market for the disposal of the
spoils of war, than for any need they feel for the use of foreign wares.
Even the excellent horses of the Gauls, which form their special
pride, and on the rearing of which they will spend enormous sums,
the Germans do not take the trouble to import, but prefer their own
small, coarse, country-bred animals, which by constant usage they
can render capable of the hardest work. In cavalry engagements
they will often suddenly dismount and fight on foot, and during this
time the animals are trained to stand perfectly still, until at the right
moment their riders rapidly rejoin them. Nothing in their code of
honor is a deeper disgrace, or a more certain sign of sloth, than the
use of a saddle: and against cavalry so mounted they will not hesitate
to charge, whatever be the disparity of numbers. Another import
strictly forbidden by them is wine. This, they consider, saps the vigor
and energies of a man, and ultimately destroys his manhood.

On the political side of their character we find a similar spirit of
exclusiveness and love of isolation. To have a vast desert of unpopu-
lated lands lying round theijr frontiers is to them a subject of much
complacency, since in it they discern a striking tribute to their own
invincibility from a large number a».an._,mmmna.‘mﬁ_w. On one side of the
Suebi, indeed, there is said to exist a tract of not less than 600 miles of
untenanted lands. Along the opposite side, however, the Ubii march
with their frontiers. Time was when thijs people formed, according to
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boats. Quickly making the passage before word could be brought
the main body of the Menapii on the western bank, they dispossessed

these of their
for the remainder of the winter.
On receipt of this news Caesar

on the road, and, in spite of protest, of closely questioning them on
any facts or rumors concerning any event of passing interest each
may have gathered on the way. The same thing is done to traders on
reaching a town; the crowd surrounding them and compelling them
to give a cléar and full account, both of the district they have come
from and of the news they found current in it On the strength of this

the highest moment; decisions that, in the very nature of things, are
bound to be regretied almost as soon as taken, since not only do they
make themselves the victims of idle gossip, but their informants usu-
ally shape their answers to the known wishes of their questioners.
zmsnavnl:m this national propensity of the Gauls, Caesar felt
the supreme importance of at once forestalling any possible exten-
sion of the disturbance; and for this Purpose anticipated slightly his
usual time for returning to the army. There he found his fears cor-
roborated: certain Gallic tribes were already in communication with
the Germans, inviting them to leave the neighborhood of the Rhine,
and guaranteeing in advance any demands or stipulations they
might make. The €xpectations raised by these overtures had led the
immigrants to enlarge the area of their depredations, and they had
now reached the country of the Eburones and Condrusi, both states

dependent on the Treveri (Tréves). Summoning the leading chiefs of

Gaul to meet him at his camp, Caesar purposely disclaimad all knowl-
edge of the facts discovered,

and strove instead to recall them to a
sense of calm and confidence; and having ordered fresh contingents
of cavalry, he prepared for war with the invaders.
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of which had preceded the column, ordering them on no account to
pprovoke hostilities, but if attacked, to remain on the defensive until
Caesar himself arrived nearer with the main army.

No sooner, however, did the enemy see the Roman cavalry
of treachery began to stir their minds. It

rovisi ivariti .
Wzm? QMMMR?MUB?“”M>=.~c.<»n:.: and he more than suspected that|
astinate did but conceal thei ] it
the return of this force. e el
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oot e Zu:ﬁm:a:.“r of no:m:X it sweeps with turbulent
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it s i Téves). O:. nearing the ocean, it branches
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mcluting s ) by people not far removed from savagery,
© are popularly supposed to live upon fish and

the egps of birds, and it fi
S, & t finally empties i :
number of detached mouths. y pties itself into the Ocean by a

approaching than thoughts
was a force numbering fully five thousand, whilst theirs, owing to the

continued absence of the raiding party across the Meuse, was barely

above eight hundred. On the other hand, the Romans were not in
any attack. They had seen the German envoys

the least expecting
Jately take their departure, and that day, as they knew, was one of

armistice, specially concluded at their own desire. Suddenly, without
~ warning, their eight hundred men fell upon the Roman brigade, and
y threw it into confusion. Mecting with resistance, they leapt

quickl
to the ground in their usual manner, and after hamstringing the

horses and throwing many of their riders to the ground, they drove

the rest before them in such a wild tumult of terror, that it was only

arrested on coming into view of the main column of march. Seventy-

four troopers fell in this cngagement, including that brave soldier
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i mmn,:_.mﬂm_,.m. T:.B once more not to proceed further.
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et e ar M::‘H.n to allow themselves to send a E_.mm.mo: of
i chiets e mo_a. no:n._nm that people would, through its Senate
rendy et mnB: assurance of goad faith, they were perfectly
D Q:..? x anmhuw the arrangement proposed by the Roman
e o Hrocwr m..ﬁ _nmw Em.wm::wm they requested an armistice of
e o, Thoush | =w.: .w.row,.:._:nca that in all this their real object
o befor M: . ply to gain time, and by a three days’ respite secure

eir absent horsemen, Caesar yet gave them a promise |

Piso the Aquitanian, a scion of a noble house, grandson of
who had once borne a kingly title, and by the Roman Senate had
been honored with the name of “Friend.” In going to the assistance

of a brother whose retrcat had been cut off by the enemy, he had,

after rescuing him, had his own horse wounded, which had brought

him to the ground: when, fighting with the utmost gallantry as long
as he had strength, he had at last become surrounded, and finally
fell beneath the exhaustion of his numerous wounds. Meanwhile
his brother had escaped from the action and was some distance on
ahead, when seeing what had happened, he set spurs to his horse, and

hurling himself upon the enemy's ranks, so met his end.
After fighting of this kind, there could be no further reception

of ambassadors or talk of tlerms: those who could practice such base

not to advance further that d: i
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(0 the Roman offreons o earuhil _ .?:‘n riders ¢..<nnn sent on 3 in strength by the return of the absent horsemen, was assuredly
the cavalry, the full strength the height of folly; whilst there was always the instability of Gallic
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people, those who were still fighting now threw down their arms, and,
abandoning ensigns and standards, rushed madly out of camp. On
reaching the confluence of the Meuse and Rhine the fugitives gave
up all hope of escapc; and large numbers having already been killed,
the survivors, flinging themselves into the river, quickly disappeared
beneath the waters, some from terror, others from exhaustion, and
the rest from the strength of the current. On the Roman side not a
man was killed and but very few wounded, and when they returned to
camp it was with conscious relief from the dread of a great war with
an enemy not less than 430,000 strong. The arrested leaders, though
offered the opportunity by Caesar to go their way, were too much
afraid of the terrible vengeance awaiting them from those Gauls
whose lands they had ravaged to take it, and preferred to stay where
they were. These were given their personal liberty.

This fresh German war over, the conviction forced itself upon Cae-
sar’s mind that for various reasons, political and military, he was now
bound to undertake the passage of the Rhine. Of these reasons the
most unimpeachable was the present lighthearted manner in which
the Germans were continually invading Gaul, and the consequent
need therc was of reminding them that their own possessions did not
enjoy any special immunity from attack, but that on occasion a Roman
army could and would cross the great river. In the second place,
complications had arisen with one of the Transrhenane tribes, viz.
the Sugambri. It will be remembered thata considerable section of the
mounted tribesmen of the Usipetes and Tencteri had been away on
a plundering foray for corn across the Meuse, and were not therefore
able to take part in the recent battle. On the rout of its comrades, this

contingent had recrossed the Rhine, and sought and obtained shelter
with the Sugambri; and on Caesar's sending to demand their surren-
der, on the ground that they had levied war against himself and Gaul,
that tribe haughtily replied that Roman dominion ceased with the
Rhine, and that if he considered it an unjustifiable act for Germans
to invade Gaul, he must also admit that on their side of the Rhine he
could claim no authority or power. Lastly, there was the important
question of the Ubii, who of all the tribes beyond the Rhine had
alone sent delegates to the Roman general, or had expressed a desire
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they were clinched and held together. These large planks were then
lighter boards running transversely down the bridge,

connected by
poles and fascines to form the floor.

which in turn were overlaid with
To protect the bridge when finished, two breastworks were appended.
On the side down stream, a row of piles was driven out at an angle
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was able to break the

being linked to the main fabric of the bridge.
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instructed to make his survey and to return immediately once it was

finished. With all his available forces he then moved northwards

towards the district of the Morini, from whose shores lay the short-

est passage over to Britain; and at this point of the coast transports

were ordered to assemble from all the nearest maritime states,

together with the (leet that had been built the year before for ser-

vice against the Veneti. Meanwhile news of his intentions had got

abroad, and by traders had been conveyed to the Britons, causing
many of these to send envoys with a promise 1o give hostages to Cae-
sar and to acknowledge the suzerainty of Rome. After hearing what
they had to say, Caesar liberally encouraged and exhorted them to
abide by the decision they had arrived at, and then sent them back
to their homes. With them was also sent a certain distinguished
Gaul named Commius, a chief of the Atrebates (Artois), whom after
the conquest of that people, Caesar had appointed as their king,
and had always found to be a man of high courage and capacity,
yal, so far as he could judge, to himself, and exercising
uthority in those quarters of the island.
e could, and to impress

perfectly lo

by his actions very great a
His orders were now to visit whatever states h
e natives the advisability of trusting Rome, whose general

upon th
immwoo:m_uo::omvﬁnm::vnnmo:. Meanwhile Volusenus had, as

far as circumstances permitted, where he was afraid either to land

rust himself to the natives, made a careful reconnaissance of

ortot
on the fifth day returned to Caesar with the

the whole district, and
results of his observations.

During the delay necessitated in these parts by the wo
nvoys arrived from the large majority of Morini

rk of col-

lecting transports, €
to explain the attitude of that people throughout the past. Repre-
senting themselves as rude and untutored, and strangers to the great
qualities of Rome, and as having for that reason lightly taken up
her, they declared their present willingness to accept

arms against
Such voluntary surrender on their

any orders from Caesar’s hands.
a time was more than opportung: Caesar had no desire
the scason disallowed of

ground, trivial

part at such
to leave a troublesome enemy in his rear;

any organized campaign against them; and on any

obstacles of this nature were not to be weighed with the far more
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shore, moved forward for a space of about seven miles, until, finding

an open expanse of flat coast, it once more brought up.

The Roman plan had been instinctively divined by the natives,
and having sent on their horsemen and charioteers {the arm on
which they chiefly rely in battle), with the rest of their forces they
also followed along the shore, prepared to dispute the landing.
This was for many reasons an operation of much difficulty. Their
large draught prevented the transports from riding in anything but
deep water, so that the troops had to jump overboard without any
knowledge of the bottom, with their hands full, and with their heavy
accoutrements weighing them down: in this condition they had then

to keep their footing in the surf, and at the same time to carry on a

battle with the enemy. They, on the other hand, could either keep the

dry shore, or clse advance a little into the water, and from t
every limb free, and perfectly familiar with the ground under them,

could boldly pour in their raking volleys, and rapidly manceuvre their
h obstacles, and exposed to

rience, the men

here, with

admirably trained horses. In face of suc
a form of fighting so bewilderingly new to their expe
showed signs of alarm, and the dash and spirit so conspicuous in all

their land engagements were now to a large extent lacking.
In this situation, Caesar had recourse (o his warships. The long
s was the rounded

galley was a sight not so familiar to native eyes a
d. The

merchantman, and moreover it could be more easily handle

order was given to these to draw off a little from the transports, and
then by a swift movement under oars, 10 take up a position on the

unshielded flank of the Britons, and from that point to pour in a hot

fire of sling-stones, arrows, and artillery shot, until the enemy was

dislodged and driven from his place of vantage. The diversion proved

of great service to the landing parties. The strange appearance ot the

ships, the imposing motion of the oars, and the wonderful kind of

artillery which they carried, so powerfully affected the imagination
of the islanders that they first halted, and then for a little space fell
back. As the Romats still hesitated, owing chiefly to the great depth
of water, the eagle-bearer of the Tenth legion, with a fervent appeal

to the gods that what he was about to do might turn out for the good

of the regiment, shouted to his comrades to jump overboard unless
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they wished to see the eagle in the hands of the

rate,” he exclaimed, “shall not be found wanting in my duty to my

country and general.” With these words, he flung himself out of the
ship, and, eagle in hand, made straight for the enemy. This act roused
the legionaries from their stupor, and calling on one another not to

permit so ineffaceable a disgrace, as one man they leapt into the sea.

The other ships quickly caught the infection, and soon the entire
expeditionary force was pressing forward to meet the enemy.

The battle was fiercely contested on either side. The Romans
found it impossible either to keep any formation, to secure a firm

toothold, or to advance by companies; since cvery man, no matter

{rom what ship he came, at once formed up round the first standard
he encountered, to the no lite confusion of all concerned. The
enemy, on the other hand, knew every shallow, and watching from
the shore, seized every opportunity that offered itself. If single men
were noticed leaving a ship, they would dash in with their horses

and fiercely attack them whilst they were still battling with all the

difficulties of landing. Isolated groups would be surrounded with

larger numbers of their own, whilst all along its unguarded flank the
main body would be swept with a murderous crossfire of iron mis-
siles. Perceiving the success auending these tactics, Caesar ordered
the boats belonging to the men-of-war, with the small scout-ships
attached to the fleet, to be manned with legionaries, and to go to the
assistance of any who were observed to be in difficulties. Once firm
on dry land, with all ranks pressing on behind, the troo

ps quickly
charged and routed the enemy,

but could not pursue them far, since
the cavalry of the army had failed 10 keep its course at sea and to
make the island. In this single re

spect Caesar’s proverbial good for-
tune had played him false.

Vanquished in battle, the enemy, as soon as they were sufficiently
recovered from their flight, immediately thought of peace; and
envoys with promises of hostages and submission to Caesar’s orders
now appeaged. Accompanying them was the Atrebatian king Com-
mius, who, it will be remembered, had been sent into Britain by
Caesar to herald his approach. After disembarking, he had, in his

role of ambassador, been about to deliver the terms of his message,

-

enemy. I, at any ..

._,._irn: he was .‘:aru_v~ sel
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those whi

ch had
e escaped were totally unfit fo igati
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over the entire army. Other
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—10 . . ’
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t was during these operations that, as usual,
on this occasion the Seventh, was sent out

her corn. No suspicion of hostile movements had as yet arisen,

still peopled by its inhabitants, several of
isiting the camp, when suddenly the
s reported to Caesar that a cloud
ould be distinctly secn

ion previously taken by the legion. At once suspecting
2. that some new plot had broken out among
¢ battalions forming the pickets to
ger, two others to relieve
After marching
ke out

in the direct
what had occurred, vi
the natives, Caesar ordered th
proceed with himself to the point of dan
these, and the rest to arm and follow with all speed.
a considerable distance from camp, it became possible to ma
that the Romans were being desperately put to it by the enemy, that
they were barely holding their own, and that the legion was fighting
ped position, exposed on all sides to a torrent of spears.
ed was that the enemy, on observing that in every
had now becn reaped, had not unnaturally
y the legion, and had overnight
1l the men had become
y were busily

in a cram
What had happen
district but one the crops
anticipated the route to be followed b
secretly occupied the woods. Waiting then ti
with arms laid aside for the sickle, the
arvest, they had suddenly attacked, and after
hrown the rest into dire confusion,
ad finally surrounded the

scattered, as,
engaged with their h
killing a certain number, had t
through partial loss of formation, and h
ty with their cavalry and chariots.

fighting of the Britons is of the following description.
down the whole field of battle, to the

accompaniment of dense volleys of missilcs, they generally succeed in
this part of the action in creating disorder among the opposing ranks
simply by the terrifying aspect of the horses and the loud rattle of the
wheels; then, after worming themselves between the squadrons of the
rom their cars and fight on foot. Meanwhile

enemy’s cavalry, they leap fi
the drivers gradually draw clear of the press; ard take up a position a
reat to their

little outside the battle, such as will give a ready line of ret
fighting men, should these be overpowered by numbers. As a fight-
ing force, they thus combine in themselves the steadiness of infantry

whole par
The chariot-
Beginning with a wild gallop
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with the mobili :
e U._._Q of cavaliry; and so accomplished do they be by
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owers of running would take them. Numbers

d the farms of all the district laid in ashes, the

troops returned triumphantly o quarters.

Before the day had closed, envoys appeared
s. In his reply, Caesar doubled the nu
s the equinox was close at hand
thy condition of his
he ordered

from the enemy pre-
pared to discuss term mber of
hostages previously imposed; and a
and he was reluctant in the present untrustwor
me of sailing to the winter months,
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a party of hostile

seeing everyone of hi
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The troops from these two,
effected their landing and were m

when they were suddenly confronted by
when starting for Britain, in a state

ptation to plunder now proved 00

strong for this wild pcople, and surrounding the little detachment at
rate force, they ordered it, if it wished to escape
At this threat the Romans formed
fend themselves, and soon

quarters,
Morini. Though left by Caesar,
of comparative quiet, yet the tem

first with only a mode
destruction, to lay down its arms.

up into a hollow square, prepared to de
the noise of battle brought together some six thousand other tribes-
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men. As soon as the news rea
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try, had stood at bay for four long h
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the utmost gallan
cost 0 themselves of a
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SECTION 1. SECOND EXPEDITION TO BRITAIN

The consuls for the New Year, L. Domitius and Appius Claudius, had
already taken office when Caesar, following his usual custom, quitted
the army’s winter camps for his visit to North Italy. Before leaving, he
ordered the generals commanding the separate legions to see that as
large a fleet of transports as possible was built during the winter, and
that the necessary repairs to the old ships were also carried out. The
new vessels were to be of a special design, which he now explained. A
slight reduction was made from that customary in the Mediterranean
in the amount of freeboard allowed: this was done to ensure quick-
ness in loading, as well as for convenience in beaching; experience
having proved the seas in the British Channel, owing to the frequent
changes of tide, to be smaller than those elsewhere. On the other
hand, since it would be necessary to carry very heavy cargoes, includ-
ing large numbers of horses and mules, a somewhat wider beam was
given them than that ordinarily used by the Romans on other scas.
With regard to the means of propulsion, all vessels, without excep-
. tion, were to be equally well fitted for rowing and for sailing, for
h =il - which conversion their nearness to :.ﬁoiwﬁ...::n gave no little facil-
- ] ity. The various stores required for the vmomvdm,np::ugna of the fleet
ww were ordered to be brought overland from Spain.

Having finished his judicial duties in ltaly, Caesar was called away
to his province of Hlyricum, where the frontier was reported to be

103
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w::.n:.:m.ﬂ
g from bands o?:m:::::w Pirustae. Op hi

. s

m claimed the headship of

out the local levi 1
vies, ; ; ;. . .
appoi Indutiomarus and Cingetorix, each of who

" the tribe. The news of the coming Roman invasion made it necessary
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concern for his people’s loyalty that had hitherto prevented him quit-
ting the center of affairs in order to pay his respects to Caesar, since

he naturally feared that in the absence of all the principal men of
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As soon as the army was landed, and a site chosen for a camp,
Caesar, ascertaining from prisoners the precise whereabouts of the
enemy, a little after midnight set out in search of them. Over
the naval station he placed a garrison of ten battalions with three
hundred cavalry, and, in leaving the neighborhood of the sea, felt
the less anxiety about his ships, because the anchorage where they
were riding was an open and sandy bay. The officer appointed to the
maritime station was Q. Atrius. After a night march of some twelve
miles, the enemy's forces were discovered; and these, now advancing
with cavalry and chariots to the banks of a certain river, endeavored
from this point of vantage to bar the passage of the Romans, and
to force them to an engagement. Routed by the Roman cavalry,
they next fell back to the protection of their woods, among which they
had secured a most formidable position, of immense natural and
artificial strength, and from all appearances built on some earlier
occasion for use in one of their native wars, since every approach
to it was strongly guarded by masses of felled trees. From the
wood their skirmishers kept up a running fight, with the object of
preventing the troops from passing the line of fortifications. There-
upon the Seventh legion, locking their shiclds above their heads,
whereby to take cover, quickly raised a bank against the outside wall
of the stockade, and swarming over, carried the place at the sword’s
point, and at the cost to themselves of a small number of wounded
drove the enemy from the woods. Further pursuit was forbidden by
Cacsar; the country before him was all unknown, it was late in the
day, and he wished to leave sufficient time for the proper entrench-
ment of a camp.

But on the following morning the pursuit was taken up in earnest,
and organizing three flying columns, each composed of infantry and
horse, he sent them after the fugitives. The advance had proceeded
some distance, and the troops were already in touch with the rearmost
bodtes of the enemy, when dispatches overtook them from Q. Atrius,~
bearing news of great gravity. In a terrific storm along the coast on
the previous night, nearly the whole of the transports had been torn
from their moorings and driven on shore: anchors and hawsers had
failed to hold, and crews and captains had found it impossible to cope
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that in fighting of this kind the Roman infantryman, with his heav-
ily weighted armor, was no proper match for so nimble a foe as the
British. If they retreated, he could not follow; if they attacked, he

dared not break the strict formation of his line. The dangers attend-

ing a cavalry combat were no less serious; for more often than not
the enemy would purposely yield ground, and having drawn their
opponents away (o a distance from the legions, would suddenly leap
from their chariots and engage their pursuers on foot in what was
now a very unequal contest. While such tactics were being adopted by
the peril attending a pursuit was just as
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the enemy’s mounted force,

formidable as that of a retreat. When it is
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with such a foe will be readily understood.
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named Mandubracius, whose father had once held the throne

“among his own people, but had met a violent death at the hands

of Cassivelaunus, the son only escaping by taking to flight, had

already joined Caesar in Gaul, and put himself unreservedly under
his protection. Their envoys, while pledging the tribe’s obedience
to any demands that might be made, begged Caesar to intervene on
behalf of Mandubracius against the violence of Cassivelaunus, and
to send him back to them as their accepted lord and ruler. Caesar
replied by first demanding forty hostages and corn sufficient for
his army: Mandubracius he sent back as desired. These orders they
promptly obeyed, rendering the full tale of hostages, and delivering
the corn in camp.

Their example was quickly followed by others, for on observing
that the Trinobantes were adequately protected, and scrupulously
guarded against all ill usage by the troops, the Cenimagni, Segonti-
aci, Ancalites, Bibroci, and Cassi sent in similar offers to surrender.
In doing so, they informed Caesar that not far from his present
position lay the capital of Cassivelaunus, a natural stronghold of
the surrounding forest and swamps, into which large numbers both
of cattle and men had already flocked. Though called a “town,”
it was so only in the British acceptation of the term, by which is
meant no more than a central rallying-point from hostile incur-
sion, formed of some inaccessible picce of woodland that has been
fortified by a high rampart and ditch. To this place, therefore, the
march of the legions was now directed. It was found to be a posi-
tion of extraordinary natural and artificial strength, but none the
less preparations were at once made for assaulting it at two separate
points. The enemy, though they clung to their cover for some little

time, did not venture to await the final charge, but broke away by
another quarter of the town. Inside large quantities of cattle were
found, and in the pursuit that followed many of the islanders

were killed and captured. _

made des-
perate cffort to create a diversion in the Roman rear, by means of a
rising in Cantium (Kent). This district, it will be remembered, lies
near the sea, and was at this time ruled by four petty kings, named
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Cingetorix. Carvilius, Taximagulus, and Segovax. To these, there-
fore, instructions were now sent from the British headquarters to
summon all their forces, and flinging themselves without warning
upon the naval station of the Romans, to carry it by assault. The
garrison, however, were quite ready for the attack, and as the enemy
approached, issued from their lines: and after inflicting on them
heavy slaughter and capturing a leader named Lugotorix, a prince
of royal blood, effected their retirement without loss 1o camp. It was
now plain to Cassivelaunus that resistance had reached its limit. His
last attempt had ended in failure, he had been repeatedly worsted
in battle, his lands were all ravaged, and now, to crown all, his chief
supporters were beginning to fall off, Having enlisted, therefore, the
friendly offices of the Atrebatian king Commius, he sent his ambas-
sadors to Caesar to treat for peace. To the Roman commander his
surrender was not inopportune. The season was far advanced, and
what remained of it could casily be frittered away without decisive
results; while the constant liability of Gaul to sudden outbreaks had
already led to the decision 1o winter on the Continent. After impos-
ing hostages, therefore, and fixing the amount of tribute which
Britain was to pay annually to Rome, Caesar closed the negotiations
by solemnly warning Cassivelaunus to abstain from all unprovoked
attack against either Mandubracius or the Trinobantes.
On surrender of the hostages, the army retraced its steps to the
sea, there to find the transports all fully repaired. But as soon as
these were launched, it became clear that their number was scarcely
adequate to the work of transportation: not only had several foun-
dered in the gale, but the numbers of the Romans had meanwhile
considerably increased through the many prisoners they had taken.
Under the circumstances Caesar determined to take back the army
in two voyages instead of one. And here it may be remarked that on
neither of the two British expeditions, either this year or last, was a
single vessel ever lost out of the entire fleet whilst carrying troops
on board, nrmamzﬁ trips made across channel were SO numerous:
whereas, on the other hand, in making the return passage from the
Continent when empty, only a very small number succeeded in gain-
ing the coast, whether of those which now took over the first batch of
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to them, whereupon the enemy, despairing of success, drew off from

the encounter. With characteristic change of front, they then called
loudly for someone from the Roman side to come out to parley. They
had, they said, important proposals to make in the interests of either
party, which, they hoped, would do much towards settling the differ-
ences between them.

Upon this two persons left the Roman lines, C. Arpineius, a
Roman knight and personal friend of Sabinus, and a certain Span-
iard named Q. Junius, whom Caesar had frequently employed as his
agent in his past dealings with Ambiorix. In their presence Ambiorix
then made the following statement. Beginning with a defense of his
own position, he acknowledged the undoubted debt of gratitude
which he owed to Caesar for his great services to him in the past,
mentioning especially his liberation from the tribute formerly paid
to his powerful neighbors the Aduatici, and the restoration of his
son and nephew, whom that people had exacted as hostages and
afterwards kept in imprisonment. In the recent assault on the camp,
according to his own account, his share had been forced upon him
by his fellow countrymen, directly against his own wishes and bet-
ter judgement: for, according to the law of their constitution, king
and commons formed two equally balanced authorities in the state.
What then, he might be asked, had driven his people to take up arms
against Rome? It was simply their powerlessness to withstand the
great national upheaval that had so suddenly shaken the country. Did

the Romans doubt this explanation, let them consider the insignifi-
cant position held by his own tribe among Gallic peoples, and they
would acquit him of the simplicity of supposing that, single-handed,
it was a match for the might and majesty of Rome. The real situa-
tion was something very different. The whole of Gaul was united in
a single determined purpose; and on that day a simultaneous attack

was 1o be made on everyone of Caesar’s winter quarters, in order to

preclude any possibility of mutual assistance among the legions. In
such circumstances it was surely too much “‘Bwask from Gauls that
they should reject the appeal of brother Gauls, when the object of the

movement was well known to be the recovery of their independence?

“But,” he continuced,
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- - - the claims of patriotism are now satisfied, and 1 have next
to consider my duty as Gaesar's grateful friend. Convey my
warning to Titurius—nay, implore him as one who has been
my honored guest—to act in this cmergency like a wise man
in the best interests of himself and his troops. A large body
of German mercenaries has crossed the Rhine, and in two
days will be here. You Romans have now 1o decide whether

or not you will evacuate your present camp, and, before the

surrounding tribes can hear of it, make your way either to

licero or to Labienus, one of whom is some fifty miles away,

the other a little more. For my par, 1 promise and solemnly

pledge my word of honor 10 grantyou a safe passage through
my territories; for in doing so I not only benefit my country,
which is thereby relieved of the great burden which your

presence in it entails, but also requite the past kindnesses of
Caesar 1o myself.

At the close of this speech he took his departure, and Arpineius

and Junius returned to report what they had heard to the com-
manding officers, They, not unnaturally perhaps, had lost under
the suddenness of the emergency something

of the power of col-
lected judgement; and thoug

h the words were those of an enemy,
yet they thought them worthy of consideration, especially as jt
sounded ridiculous that a tribe so undisti

nguished and unimport-
ant as the Eburones should dare

to provoke an armed conflict with
Rome, unless supported from withou, Accordingly they brought
the matter before a council of war, and there a fierce discussion of
views took place. L. Aurunculeius and the vast majority both
of commissioned and non-commissioned officers of senjar rank
held strongly that nothing hasty should be done, and that under
no circumstances could it possibly be their duty to evacuate their
allotted winter quarters, without express orders from Caesar, They
maintained Hrnﬂ.-vln,/_umsn entrenchments such as theirs they could

defy even Germans, no matter what their numbers: and in proof
of this contention pointed to their gallant repulse of the enemy's

first attack, which had involved those who made itin no little loss.

5 9
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Meanwhile the noise and other signs of wakefulness in thc Roman
lines had apprised the enemy of the decision to march; and in a cun-
ningly concealed spot among the woods some two miles further on,

they formed their ambuscade, and in two divisions waited the arrival

of their enemy. The place they had selected was a deep gorge, into
which the greater part of the column had no sooner plunged than,
suddenly disclosing their presence at either end, one party pressed
hard upon the Roman rear, while the other strove to prevent their
van from climbing clear at the opposite end. No position could well
have been worse in which to fight a battle.

It was then the hour that proclaimed the man. Titurius, like one
taken altogether by surprise, could everywhere be seen hurrying
wildly up and down, striving to deploy his companies into line: yet
acting all the while in a weak and nerveless manner that inevitably
betrayed his complete bewilderment—the sure penalty of those who
put off deliberation to the moment of action. Cotta, on the other
hand, who had fully expected some such occurrence on the road, and
had therefore condemned the idea of evacuation, now became the
heart and soul of the defense: his calm and encouraging demeanor
and the brilliant example he set in battle alike proclaimed him a
born leader of men and a gallant soldier. Owing to the unwieldy
length of the column, it soon became evident that no real control
could be exercised over the progress of the action, or the needful
measures taken in the various quarters of the field by the officers
in charge; and the order was therefore passed along to cut off the
wagons and to form all ranks into a hollow square. For such an order
at such a time there is perhaps much to be said: in this particular
instance it had disastrous consequences. Rightly or wrongly regard-
ing it as an open confession of impotence and despair, the legionaries
at once began losing heart, and the enemy to attack with redoubled
energy; whilst another inevitable consequence was a general break-
ing of the ranks, in a wild scramble to recover what cach man most

-

valued among the baggage. On affsides the air was rent with shouts

and cries of disappointment.
On the other hand, the self-control exhibited by the Gauls was

astonishing. Acting on their leaders’ instructions, not a man amongst
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them left his place in the line: but concentratin
victory, they rested content with the knowledge that the plunder was
as good as theirs, and that everything abandoned by the Romans
must inevitably revert to them. In courage and in reckless deter-
mination to fight they were also worthy foemen.' Their opponents,
meanwhile, deserted though they were by Fortune and by one of their
own generals, were fighting as men fight who know they have them-
selves alone to look to, and at cvery charge delivered by a baualion

the pathway back to the square was marked by rows of the enemy's
dead. Such punishment caused Ambiorix to order his followers to
avoid close fighting, and raking the Romans at longer range with

volleys of spears, at once to retreat whenev
lines for a

g every effort upon

er the latter left their
charge. The reason for this, as he explained to them,

was that their own light armor and soundness of wind and limb
rendered them practically invulnerable, and as their anta
back to the standards, they could once more follow them
These directions they obeyed 10 the letter, and whenever after
this any battalion sallied out from the square to come to grips with
the enemy, they would scatter before it like chaff before a blast of
wind. Every such auempt also necessarily exposed the unshielded
side of the battalion, a disadvantage of which the enemy were not
slow to avail themselves, and to enfilade it with a withering fire of
spears; and when again it retreated 10 its old
was to find itself hemmed in, not only on its
a moment ago scattered before it, but also b
either flank. Supposing,

gonists fell
up.

position in the line, it
front by those who had
y converging masses on
on the other hand, they decided to stand
their ground and to remain on the defensive, then the brave man
was every whit as defenseless as the coward; and in their close and
serried order it was difficult to parr

y the spears of so dense a multi-
tude.

Tormented by these and countless other troubles, with many
of their number already sorely wounded, the little Roman band, in
spite of all, still made good its defense; and though the fight had
raged from early dawn to Q:m.urr.m?nr of aw
through all those hours not one act was comn
which any of them had cause 1o fee

inter’s afternoon, yet
litted on their side of

I ashamed. At this point there
occurred three disasters which in the event proved irreparable. In

the first place T. Ba
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swift descent of the enemy’s horse. Fresh from this first taste of blood,
the three confederate tribes, Eburones, Nervii, and Aduatuci, form-
/ing with all their subject and client states a most formidable array,
then opened their attack upon the legion. The Romans flew to arms
and quickly lined the walls; but the encmy, who looked throughout
for the success of their movement to a few lightning-like strokes, and
felt that victory here would render them invincible hereafter, pressed
home the attack with such impetuous fury that the strain of this first
day proved wellnigh unendurable.

Dispatches were at once sent off by Cicero to Caesar; but though
large bribes were offered to any successful carrier, the roads were
all found 1o be so completely in the hands of the enemy that every
messenger was stopped. The night was spent in strengthening the
defenses; and from the stocks of timber fortunately accumulated in
camp for engineering purposes, the troops, by almost superhuman
efforts, actually succeeded in raising no less than 120 towers along
the rampart, whilst at the same time all defects discoverable in the
earthworks were carefully made good. Morning showed the enemy
strongly reinforced; the attack on the camp was again renewed, and
a bold attempt was now made to fill the ditch. The garrison met
their assailants by the methods of the day before, and this struggle
was repeated with little variation day after day, for several days in
succession. Through all this period the night work imposed upon
the troops was incessant, and neither sick nor wounded could get an
hour of sleep. The preparations against the morning’s artack had to
be finished before dawn, and the night was occupied in manufactur-
ing piles of sharpened stakes to serve as artillery bolts, and large
quantities of heavy siege javelins; in fitting the towers with floors, and

protecting them by breastworks and parapets formed from hurdles of
wattle, firmly plaited on. Though in an extremely indifferent state
of health at the time, Cicero vet set a splendid example to his men,
even at night to allow himself any rest; and ultimately he

refusing e
had to be fordibly restrained by their earnest remonstrances from

overtaxing his strength.
The Nervian leaders now tried the effect of artifice, and those of

their number whose personal intimacy with Cicero justified them in
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movable towers proportioned to the height of the
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¢—all of them devices learnt

on succeeding days
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by the strong wind, the fire soon spread its way throughout the camp.
With screams of exultation at the success of their plot, and fecl-
the Gauls next pushed up their towers and
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e while that the

ing now sure of victory,
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Among the non-commissioned offj
men named T. Pullo and [.. Vorenus
be difficult to find; and in the case

was about tq be crowned by promotion to the tirst battalion of the

regiment. Between the two there had throughout been a constant
and bitter rivairy on the question of precedence,

cers of this legion were two
- More gallant soldiers it would
of either a distinguished career

and year after ycar
a fierce competition had taken place for priority of rank. When the
fight round the trenches had reached its height,

men, viz. Pullo, gave the following challeng
Vorenus, it's all or nothing. If you've got your eye on that captaincy,
let’s put it to the test. Today shall settle all differences between us."
So saying, he calmly strode outside the earthworks,
the point where the enemy's ranks were thickest, d

e 1o his rival. “Come,

and selecting

ashed forward
straight upon it. Vorenus was not the man to hang back after such a

challenge, and dreading the public opinion of his regi
hard upon the other. Nicely calculating his distance, Pullo delivered
his javelin with full force at the enemy, and striking one who was
dashing out to meet him ahead of the others, brought him to the

ground. Stunned by the blow, the wounded man was covered by his
comrades’ shields, who with one accord

ment, was soon

then turned their spears

ing fast in his belt, shifted his scabbard and sorely interfered with
him as he strove to draw the blade; thus giving the enemy time to
close in upon him whilst still struggling with his difficulties. At this
critical moment his old antagonist, running up to his relief, drew off
upon himself the attention of the enemy, who were firmly convinced
that Pullo had been killed on the spot by the spear. Making brilliant
Play with his sword, Vorenus in 2 fierce hand-to-hand encounter had

already cut down one of his numerous opponents, and was steadily
driving the others before him, when, in

the attack, his foot caught in a sudden d

his eagerness 1o press home
epression of the ground and
he came heavily down. He was quicldy surrounded by the enemy, but
in his turn was rescued from his perilous position by Pullo; and the
two men, after accounting for numbers of the enemy,
themselves with glory, fell back unsc

and covering
athed to the fortifications of the
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always been. Fearful of the risk he ran, the Gaul threw the javelin as

directed; but by an unlucky chance it impinged itself on one of the
wooden turrets of the camp, and in this position was for two days left
unnoticed. On the third it was seen by one of the legionaries, taken
down, and carried to Cicero. Having carefully perused its contents,
the Roman commandant publicly read it out to the assembled
troops, and his words sent all ranks beside themselves with joy. A little
later, and the sight of distant smoke, rising in vengeance over the
burning country, told that the legions were indeed upon their way.
Informed by their scouts of the new condition of affairs, the Gauls
at once raised the siege of Cicero, and in full strength hastened
to fling themselves upon Caesar. Their numbers may have been
anything short of sixty thousand fighting men. Following on their
withdrawal, Cicero again applied to the Nervian chief Vertico, who
has already once been mentioned in a similar connexion, for the
loan of a Gallic slave as letier-carrier to Caesar. The need of care and
circumspection upon the road was duly impressed upon the man;
and the letter informed the commander-in-chief that the enemy had
dispersed from before the camp, and that the full strength of their
host was now doubling back upon himself. This letter was delivered
in Caesar’s camp about midnight, and its contents were at once laid
before his assembled officers, who were then warned to hold them-
selves in readiness for the coming fight. With the first streak of dawn
on the following day camp was struck, and after a march of three or
four miles, the enemy's masses were observed crowning the farther
slopes of a valley intersected at its bottom by a stream. Against a
position so formidable, it would have been highly dangerous with so
puny a force to engage in action: and, the knowledge that Cicero was
now relieved justifying to some extent an abatement of speed, Caesar
decided to form an encampment, and was soon firmly entrenched
on the most convenient site discoverable. The new camp. which had
only to accommodate something under seven thousand men, without
heavy baggage, would under no circumstances have been of inpos-
ing size; but with the object of bringing it into supreme contempt
in the mind of the foe, Caesar directed the roadways across it to be
so contracted as to reduce to the utmost the total dimensions of the
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the ditch. Then at last, Caesar gave the wor
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quickly routed their assailants; and meeting with not even a sem-
blance of a stand, inflicted heavy slaughter, finishing by stripping all

nature of the cas
further pursuit must necessarily h
therefore sounded, and on the same day the relief expedition, without

havin
the siege-towers,
lines of fortification erected by the enemy.
unbounded; and when the war-worn regiment was at length paraded
for inspection, and less than ten per cent of its effecti

found to re
have been forthcoming, alike of the appalling danger and of the

heroic courage that had marked the sie
services, Cicero and the legion were then publicl

command
ally to each of those centurions and officers whose gallant behavior
had been specially singled out by t
disaster to Sabinus and Cotta was now confirme
became necessary to apprise the troops. Before the assembl
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d. Issuing from all four

the legionaries, with the cavalry following hot in pursuit,

the dead of their arms.

Where swamps and forests so abounded, and where, from the
e, no additional punishment could be inflicted,
ave been hazardous: the recall was

g lost a singleman, marched into Cicero’s camp. As he passed

the covered ways for the sappers, the imposing
Caesar’s admiration was

ve strength was

main unwounded, no more eloquent testimony could

ge. In recognition of his great
y thanked by the

er-in-chief; after which a few words were addressed person-

heir general. The news of the
d by prisoners, and it
ed forces,

therefore, Caesar on the next day gave a full account of what had
occurred; and while sympathizing with the men in the great blow that
had fallen on the army, gave every reason for a confident outlook on
the future. The disaster, he vo::m& out, had been due solely to the
d recklessness of the officer in charge, and, wnmmqana
ad, through the auspicious overruling of
y been fully retrieved. In the

ill judgment an
as a check to Roman arms, h
Providence and their own valor, alread
light of subsequent success, therefore, they might view with calmness
the errors of the past; and the thought of the short-lived triumph

of their foe should mnsmmv_wiﬂmmdzﬂ their natural feeling of regret.
untry of the Remi (Rheims)

Meanwhile across the intervening co
o Labienus. Very

the news of Caesar’s victory was speeding on its way t

nearly sixty miles separated his position from that of Cicero, which,
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e , fare exceptions, 3 period

reports of Gallic plots and Gallic
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nce. Amongst these was the
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then formally pronounced his
home: and though they had the grace to send explanations of their

conduct to Caesar, yet an order from him to assembile at his camp the
whole of their tribal council was contumaciously ignored. The same

for their more recen
a tribe this winter throughout the length and breadth of the wide

territories of Gaul that did not fall under deserved suspicion; so

strongly,
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plainly that their plans were all well known to himself, or, addressing
' thern in friendly words, urged them to persevere in the course of duty.
Not the least flagrant case was that of the Senones {Sens), quite one
'~ of the most powerful tribes, whose influence over th
second to none. Their present ruler was a prince named Cavarinus,
a nominee of Caesar's and a member of their ancient royal house,
whose brother, Moritasgus, had been on the throne at the time of
Caesar’s advent into Gaul. A public attempt to assassinate him only
miscarried through his discovery of the plot; and on his taking 10
flight, he was pursued to the frontiers by his intended murderers, who

e Gallic world is

banishment from both kingdom and

tendency to defy authority was visible elsewhere. With the sole excep-
tion of the Aedui and Remi, both of which states were the constant
recipients of distinguished marks of favor at Caesar’s hands—the
one because of their ancient and unbroken loyalty to Rome, the other

¢ services in the Gallic wars—there was hardly

it appeared, was the native mind impressed by the fact that
someone had at last been found bold enough to take up arms, and
titude of all. That such should have

so strikingly had it altered the at
Many courses doubtless

been the case was perhaps not wonderful.
cooperated to produce the change; but not the least potent was the
deep-seated sense of indignation that a race, whose warrior spirit was
he nations of the world, should have so far

ranked first among all t
hout a struggle beneath the

belied its previous history as to sink wit

conquering arm of Rome.
Meanwhile the disbanded Treveri under their leader Indutiomarus

had not been idle, and had allowed no part of that winter to go by

ermans beyond the Rhine

L . .
without making every effort to stir up the G
s were further

In addition to the ordinary money bribe, the tribe
incited by deliberate misrepresentations of the strength of the Roman

forces. A large proportion of these was said to be already annihilated,




138 'HE
? THE CONQUEST OF GAUL

rd. Undeterred by this
ations as before: armed
s bought from neighbor-
‘ desperadoes from ajj the

, the most all

such method . uring terms were h

s he rapidly made himself the cynosure of aJ] By
i “all eyes in the

O”—:n wor —Q 0‘ 1 Nf N:Q ﬂ—-(O%m —Uﬂ=~ on ocmﬂ-:-: —:w n~_0=ﬁmm~:
: s Q » m
v

D:Q Nmm—mﬂm:ﬂﬂ- n~H-n_ m g —.—U ICora —v \'¢ ﬂh—umz :% ‘—_: —hﬁ-— _uav:_
a mv ~ rivate (Y
m: Q:bn ters to u.:m court.

His projects indeed

rebuff, i
» Indutiomarus continued his prepar

vm:ﬁw were U:m:v —N—MNQ N:ﬁ— ﬂm_ —=GQ. —-O—mﬂ
:—m. Mnmnﬂm< N:Q to attr act Nrﬂ QCN-M:Cm NDQ

tral Gaul amo
Carnutes (Orleans): in Belgium the ng the Senones (Sens) ang the

Ing to make war on Rome
outside his frontiers for

. Nervii and Aduatici were prepar-
i and clearly he had only to show himself

volu
nteers to crowd to his standard. Under

. ﬂ n o “
their protégé, Cingetorix, his vas to attack the Romans through
L. » IS own son-in-
political faction. who, it .« on-in-law and head of the rival

p.;_..

ATTACK ON THE WINTER CAMPS ¢ 139

and other states of Central Gaul; proclaimed his intention to proceed
thither through the territories of the Remi, plundering these as he
went, and lastly, as a preliminary step to these measures, his resolve to
carry by storm the neighboring camp of Labienus. The proceedings
closed with a careful enunciation of his orders.
To Labienus the prospect of attack was in no sense disconcerting.
Safely entrenched behind a position, which both in natural and arti-
ficial strength was practically impregnable, he had no fears either for
his own or his legion’s safety: his sole anxiety was lest he should lose
some chance of dealing a really decisive blow at his enemy. Apprised,
therefore, of the speech just delivered at the tribal gathering by Indu-
tiomarus, which Cingetorix and his friends duly reported, he atonce
sent off agents to the surrounding tribes, summoning them to supply
him with drafts of cavalry, to assemble all together upon a fixed day.
Meanwhile cavalry demonstrations on the part of the enemy became
almost of daily occurrence, and spreading his forces immediately
below the Roman camp, Indutiomarus would now make a nice obser-
vation of the strength of the position, now would endeavor to get a
word with the garrison, now once again would try to overawe them
by imposing appearances, on most of which occasions his horsemen
would ride up and deliberately shoot their spears into the lines. In
answer to this challenge Labienus resolutely kept his troops behind
their earthworks, and by every device in his power fostered the belief
in his own timidity.
The contemptuous bearing of the enemy in approaching the
camp became day by day more marked, until upon one particular
night the cavalry reinforcements sent for by the Roman commander
from the various Gallic states were quietly admitted within the lines:
after which so strict was the watch kept upon all ranks, that by no
sort of contrivance could intimation or report of their arrival be
conveyed outside to the Treveri. On the morrow Indutiomarus again
paid his customary visit, and spending the larger part of the day
in the neighborhood of the camp, his horseiwen amused themselves by
throwing spears over the rampart and by challenging the Romans in
the foulest language to come out and fight. No answer being vouch-
safed on the part of the garrison, the enemy towards the close of the
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BOOK VI

SEGTION 1. PUNITIVE EXPEDITIONS IN THE NORTHEAST
The situation, however, presented still many disquicting features,
and indications of a yet wider movement of revolt were not wanting.
g the military forces at his

With the object, therefore, of strengthenin
s, C. Antistius

disposal, Caesar commissioned three officers, M. Silanu
and T. Sextius, to raise further levies in the Italian portion
also made a special request to the proconsul,
te still remained after his year of

Reginus,
of his government; and
Cn. Pompeius (who for reasons of sta
office in the neighborhood of the capital, with full civil and military
authority) that he would order those recruits in North Italy who had
n for service under himself when consul, imme-

been recently swor
proceed as reinforcements to the

diately to join the colors and to
army of Gaul.! In acting thus he had an eye also to the importance of
impressing for the future upon the Gallic imagination a vivid idea of
the inexhaustible resources of ltaly, and of showing that the wastage
suffered in war she could not only rapidly make good, but couid even,
ger military establishments.

if called upon, replace her first by still lar,
ceded to this

On public and on personal grounds alike Pompeius ac

request; and being well served by his officers in their conduct of the
levy, Caesar had, before the close of winter, thgce new legions all

fully organized and conducted to their destination. Thus, by cxactly

doubling the number of battalions that had perishe
ncing proof, both by the extent and rapid concentration

d with Sabinus,

he gave convi
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