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SECTION 1. PUNITIVE EXPEDITIONS IN THE NORTHEAST
The situation, however, presented still many disquicting features,
and indications of a yet wider movement of revolt were not wanting.

With the object, therefore, of strengthening the military forces at his
anus, C. Antistius

disposal, Caesar commissioned three officers, M. Sil
tion

Reginus, and T. Sextius, to raise further levies in the ftalian por

of his government; and also made a special request to the proconsul,

Cn. Pompeius (who for reasons of state still remained after his year of

office in the neighborhood of the capital, with full civil and military
authority) that he would order those recruits in North ltaly who had
worn for service under himself when consul, imme-
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woods and marshes, taking with them into hiding all live stock and
other valuables.
Three columns under separate commands were now organized
by Caesar, the other generals being C. Fabius and his Quaestor, M.
Crassus; and rapidly constructing bridges, the three forces advanced
into the heart of the Menapian country, burning and plundering as
they went. Large captures both in men and cattle were quickly made,
and finding themselves helpless before such tactics, the tribesmen
petitioned for peace. In taking hostages from them, the Roman com-
mander made it quite plain that they would be considered to have put
themselves in the position of enemies, should they harbor anywhere
within their territories either Ambiorix or his emissaries. This settle-
ment effected, a force of cavalry was left under the Atrebatian chief,
Commius, with which to keep order in the country, and the Roman
forces then proceeded southward to deal with the Treveri.

That people had themselves taken the initiative in renewing hos-
tilities. Having raised strong bodies both of horse and foot, they had,
concurrently with the operations just related, marched forth to attack
the single legion under Labienus, which throughout the winter had
been quartered in their country. Arrived within two days’ murch of
their destination, they had heard of the junction of the legions sent
by Caesar, and upon this information had decided to camp on a site
fifteen miles removed from the Roman position, in order to await

their German auxiliaries. These tactics Labienus resolved, if possible,
to frustrate by so working on the impulsive nature of his opponents
as to force them to a general engagement. Leaving five battalions to
guard his stores and baggage, he set out with the remaining twenty-
five and a strong force of cavalry towards the enemy’s position, and
having arrived within something approaching a mile sat down behind
entrenchments. The two hostile camps confronted one another
across a stream, the steep banks of which made its passage so hazard-
ous, that the _ﬂm:m.m: general had neither the intention of crossing it
himself nor any nx.W/mnaE:o: that his enemy would do so. With every
successive day bringing nearer the expected arrival of the foreign
auxiliaries, he then openly announced before his assembled council
that in view of the reiterated reports as to the German approach, he
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them to victory under their commander-in-chief, in whose presence
and before whose eyes they must now imagine themselves to be
acting.” At the word of command the Roman column made a turn
which brought it facing the enemy, and then deployed in line: a few
squadrons of horse were told off to guard the baggage, the rest were
massed on either wing. A wild cheer ran through the ranks of the
legionaries, as with eager haste they launched their heavy javelins,
and then prepared to charge. For such a charge at such a time the
enemy were but little prepared: the sight of the supposed fugitives
suddenly whecling and bearing down upon them in serried order
of battle had filled them with dismay, and at the first shock they
broke and fled, seeking the shelter of the nearest woods. The cavalry
then ook up the pursuit, and a few days later, having lost heavily
in killed and prisoners, the whole tribe surrendered at discretion.
The German auxiliaries who were on their way, on hearing that the
Treveri had been routed in battle, at once turned homewards; and in
company with them there also went those relatives of Indutiomarus,
who, as the real authors of the rebellion, now thought it prudent to
quit the country. In succession to them, the headship and rule of the
tribe was conferred upon Cingetorix, of whose unswerving loyalty
to the Roman cause throughout these troubles evidence has already
been adduced.

In the meantime, Caesar with the main army had, after his
expedition against the Menapii, joined his subordinate in the south.
There he decided that for two important reasons a second crossing
of the Rhine had become a military necessity. In the first place,
the tribes needed to be chastised for their recent support of the
Treveran rebellion; in the second, he had to secure himself against
the possible escape of Ambiorix in this quarter. The decision once
taken, no time was lost in bridging the river, a little above the site of

his first passage; and as past experience had now made the design
familiar, and all hands displayed the utmost willingness, a few days

"2 sufficed for the completion of the work. A strong guard was¥ft on

the Gallic side both to hold the bridge and to overawe any attempted
rising by the Treveri in the rear; after which the rest of the forces,
both mounted and foot, crossed the stream. Among the first to greet
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interposed by nature between them and their chief rivals, the Cher-
usci, effectually prevented both from raiding and from preying upon
one another. Upon the fringe of this great barrier they had decided

to await the oncoming of the Romans.

SECTION 11. ETHNOGRAPHY OF GAUL AND GERMANY
At this point of our narrative it will not perhaps be thought inop-
portune if we pause to consider in some detail the national life
of Gaul and Germany, and to show the morc important aspects
in which the two races differ from each other. To begin with the
Gauls. The most remarkable feature about their political organiza-
tion is the existence everywhere of two great antagonistic parties.
Not merely do these parties divide each independent tribe, but the
cleavage extends to every territorial division and subdivision, and may
almost be said to permeate every individual household. In all cases
the party leaders are appointed from those who are recognized
by their constituents as the most prominent of their members, and
to their judgment and decision every question of fact or policy is of
necessity referred. In such a system would seem to lie the true expla-
nation of a time-honored custom throughout Gaul, which ensures
for every poorer member of the community protection against more
powerful neighbors; since every party leader is quick to resent and
revenge any wrong or oppression that may be perpetrated on his cli-
ents, and indeed only holds his position of authority amongst them
on condition of fulfilling this primary obligation. These characteris-
tics of the internal state of each tribe obtain also in the country taken
as a whole, and the same spirit of political partisanship splits it into
two permanently hostile camps.
The respective heads of these two factions were, at the time of
Caesar’s arrival in the country, the Aedui and the Scquani. The

former held an assured position of power by virtue alike of ancient
prerogative and by their formidable list of subject commuriities; so
that the Sequani, too weak to maintain the @dwtest single-handed
with the forces at their disposal, turned in the hour of their extremity
to foreign alliance. At ruinous cost to themselves, both present and

prospective, they induced Ariovistus and his Germans to cross the
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upon the number of followers and retainers they can lead into the
field, and that in its turn depends upon the eminence of each either
in descent or in worldly circumstances. Rank or title of any other kind
is not recognized amongst them.

In the formal observances of religion, the Gauls are as a nation
almost excessively devout. This instinct leads them on such occa-
sions as grievous bodily illness, impending battle, or similar dangers,
to offer or to vow a human sacrifice in place of animal victims,
the Druids being called in to officiate at the rites. Of this practice the
underlying belief is that only by the substitution of one human life
for another can the inexorable demands of heaven be satisfied; a

principle that obtains in much of their public ceremonial also.
Others keep by them a grotesque and gigantic image of some favor-
ite god, into whose huge limbs of wicker-work those destined for
sacrifice are packed alive; fire is then placed beneath the pile, and
the souls of the victims pass away amid a torrent of roaring flames.
Though ready enough to admit that the gods are better pleased
when such punishment is inflicted on those convicted of theft or
brigandage or other similar crime, yet, on the failure of this particu-
lar source of supply, they do not hesitate to seek the instruments of
atonement even from the innocent.

Of all the gods, the one whose worship is most in vogue is Mer-
cury. Everywhere the most conspicuous by the number of his images,
he is commonly regarded as the revealer of all useful sciences, as
the trusty guide to wayfarers and travelers, and as the all-important
partner in trade and commerce. Next to him come Apollo, Jupiter,
and Minerva, and about them their ideas correspond fairly closely
with those current among the rest of mankind; viz. that Apollo expels
diseases, that Minerva teaches the principles of domestic arts and

crafts, that Jupiter wields the sceptre over heavenly beings, that Mars

holds in his hand the arbitrament of war. To the last-named god, on
the eye of a big battle, they not infrequently devote the spoils of the
campaign, afkthen whatever of the captured live stock remains on
the termination of the war is publicly slaughtered in his honor, while
all other kinds of booty are collected and heaped together in a single
place. Of such dedicated piles of loot standing in sacred enclosures
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on matter of vital interest, which may have been picked up across
the frontier, shall be instantly carried to the authorities, and not
divulged in other quarters; so frequently has it been found the case
that this people of strong passions and weak judgment can be swept
away by unreasoning panic, driven into the perpetration of crime,
and hurried into a fatal course of public conduct, solely by their
acceptance of some lying tale. When such information reaches them,
the magistrates decide what they will guard as state sccrets, and
what they may with advantage issue to the public; and outside the
council-chamber, it has to be remembered, no discussion of political
questions is permitted.

Turning now to the Germans, we find among them a form of

national life in sharp contrast to the one just described. Of anything
like a religious caste, such as we see in the Druids, there is a com-
plete absence, and a corresponding indifference to the multiplication
of sacrifices. The only deities they recognize are those visible powers of
nature whose kindly influence upon human labor is clearly manifest;
viz. the Sun, Moon, and God of Fire; of the existence of any others
they seem to be aware not even by hearsay. To them the business of
life is summed up in hunting and the art of war, and their training
in feats of hardship and endurance begins with earliest childhood.
The postponement in a boy of the age of puberty is always a coveted
distinction, and is believed to be a sign either of unusual height or of
immense bodily strength. Sexual intercourse below the age of twenty
is considered a disgrace to manhood; though, on the other hand,
they are singularly free from all false modesty on this subject, and
not only bathe together in their rivers, but even wear nothing more
upon their bodies than a thin covering of deer or other skin, which
necessarily leaves the greater portion bare.

The cultivation of the soil, in the strict meaning of the term, is
little practiced by them, and their diet consists for the main part
of milk, cheese, and flesh. Neither the exclusive enjoyment nor the
private oi:mmnw#v of land is permitted; but instead an annual dis-
tribution of it is made by the government officials and local chiefs,
who determine both the extent and situation of the portion of land
to be allotted to each class and family-association living together:
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matter what the object of his journey, may always rely on their loyally
protecting him against abuse, as though his person were inviolable,
and as long as he chooses to stay, the houses of all and the tables of
all are freely at his disposal.

There was a time when the German race was distinctly inferior

in martial qualities to the Gauls, and when the latter, habitually the
aggressors, an account of their dense population and deficiency of
land at home, sent offshoots of their own to the other side of the
Rhine. It was in this way that some of the richest land in all Germany,
lying round the great Hercynian forest (or, to give it the name by
which it is known to Eratosthenes and other Greeks, the “Orcynian”),
passed into the hands of the Tectosagan Volcae; and even today,
thanks mainly to the double reputation they enjoy for fair dealing
and hard hitting, that tribe is still maintaining itself in its adopted
home, though sunk to the level of the surrounding population, and
reproducing the well-known features of German poverty, destitution,
and general discomfort, with the same rough style of living and of
dress. The Gauls, on the other hand, have steadily progressed, and
owing to the nearness of the Roman provinces and their introduction
to articles of sea-borne commerce, the national wealth has tended
constantly to increase, and the standard of comfort constantly to
rise. Thus the growing sense of their own inferiority arising from
repeated overthrows in the field has resulted today even in their own
admission that in warlike qualities they are no longer a match for
their German foes.

This Hercynian forest, to which reference has been made, has a
width, north and south, equal to a nine days’ march for an ordinarily
fast traveler; than this no more accurate computation can be given,
and in it the length of a day’s journey is left purely conjectural. From
west to cast it starts from the latitude of the Helvetii, Nemetes, and

" Raurici. and follows the line of the Danube as far as the frontiers of

_uc_,mylufm of the river, skirting in the course of its immense length a
large number of different tribes, until it finally loses itself at some
remote point never yet penetrated, even after sixty days' journey, by
any German of these parts, with whom, therefore, its eastern limit

the Daci and Anartes. There it turns northwards and leaves the neigh: _
- -~

~
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of the Italian domestic cattle; they are always in great demand, and,

decorated with a silver band at the mouth, are used as drinking cups

at all their more imposing banquets.

SECTION IH1. THE HUNTING OF AMBIORIX

The information brought in by the Ubian scouting parties that the
Suebi had all withdrawn to their forests determined Caesar to stay
his advance: in the heart of Germany, where, as already noted, there
exists a natural repugnance to tillage, little corn was likely to be
found, and he had no wish to endanger his supplies. At the same time
it was expedient not to relieve the natives altogether of apprehension
as to his return, as well as to check the flow of auxiliaries to the west-
ern bank. As soon, therefore, as the army had recrossed the river, the
order was given to cut away the farther end of the bridge, where it
touched the Ubian shore, to a distance of 200 teet; after which at the
extreme point of the part left standing a wooden artillery tower was
erected of four stories high: twelve baualions were stationed at the
bridge head in a strongly fortified redoubt, and the whole place with
its garrison put under command of a young officer, C. Volcatius Tullus.
These precautions taken, it became possible to proceed with the cam-
paign against Ambiorix, especially as the corn was now beginning
to ripen. In the immediate neighborhood there lay the great forest
of the Ardennes, stretching from the Rhine and the Treveri (Tréves)
across to the country of the Nervii, and thus covering a distance of
some five hundred miles.! In the hope of gaining whatever advantage
swift action and lucky circumstance might combine to offer, Caesar
sent forward through this forest the full strength of his cavalry, under
its commander, L. Minucius Basilus; strict injunctions being given
to forbid all fires whenever they camped, for fear of betraying their
approach to any distant watcher, along with an assurance that he
himself with the main army would follow closely behind.

_ _ These orders Basilus faithfully carried out. Marching very rap-
E_N/Wmmc_.n any had time to realize the fact of his presence, he madéx
a large number of prisoners out on the open lands; and then, act-
ing on the information these supplied, quickened his course in the
direction in which Ambiorix, the rebel chief, with a few horsemen,
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proved unequal to the severe strain now imposed by the double
fatigue of war and flight; he was already far advanced in years, and
after solemnly cursing his colleague with cvery imprecation that
language could command for the ruinous folly into which he had
been dragged, took poison of yew (a plant very common in both
Gaul and Germany), and so ended his life.

At this point there waited on Caesar a deputation from the
two tribes of the Segni and Condrusi, who, situated between
the Eburones and the Treveri, are by virtue of their extraction
generally reckoned as German. The object of their mission was to
deprecate any hostile treatment by the Romans and to combat the
mistaken notion that a single policy ruled all the Germans west of
the Rhine; the truth being that in their case they had never contem-
plated the taking up of arms, or dispatched any auxiliaries to the
help of Ambiorix. After carcfully sifting the evidence of prisoners
on the point, Caesar demanded that any Eburonian fugitives who
had harbored in their country should be brought into camp, but,
provided that was done, assured them that their lands would not
be devastated. The Roman military forces were then formed into
three divisions, the baggage of the entire army being sent away ta a
fortress called Aduatica. This place, situated somewhere about the
center of the Eburonian country, had the previous winter been
the headquarters of Titurius and Aurunculeius, and apart from
other advantages had the additional recommendation tha, its old

fortifications being still intact, its occupation would considerably
lighten the labors of the troops. To hold this dép6t one of the three
legions lately raised in Italy, the Fourteenth, was left behind, and
strengthened by a detachment of two hundred cavalry was, along
with the camp itself, put under the command of Q. Tullius Cicero.
Of the separate divisions thus formed, the first, consisting of
three legions under Labienus, was sent to scour all that part of the
Eburonian country that borders on nﬁo-_w\_n:w?r another also of
three legions under C. Trcbonius took the A¥strict extending to the
Aduatuci, having orders to pillage and burn; whilst the last under
Caesar himself, again of three legions, was intended to penetrate to
the river Scheldt, a tributary of the Meuse, and to the outer fringe



102 - 3
s ¥ THE CONQUEST OF GAauL

of the Ardennes
» where rumor had ;
men had betaken hj e it that Ambiorix with 3 f,
understanding ~: M..Sma_n Upon marching, Caesar pave QM .—_o.an-
his return. g to : Is subordinate that the seventh o anet
n; that being the day on which, a he day would see
’ new,

would be due 10 (h i
€ legion garrisonj
soning the fort. Labjen
. us and Tre-

As already indj
cated, the enemy w i
3 M m n :
band in the field, without one ao::“ . . e

to defend jiself by force of arms: st ol pemr

or defe
or el nse, there they lay €nsconced; and such
nowledge of (he countryside, the &:..

the closest car ;
L ¢ not indeed for }
nothing that a g ) the general safety of the
emoralized and disorganized rabiye e m_“:v\ (for
could effect

ﬁ::—ﬁb ser —ocmhv n:ﬂwa:_ €r H:n—ﬂ _U:H :U— F—a:ﬁ:: n——ﬂ —ucn.m A; —:&-

ation was one Qn.smzn::m

St with its elusive o hid-
anything like close order.
and the treacheroys race 8.
n the number of parties working

den paths,

MM the .Eolh Wwas to be done thorough!
extirpated once and for all. the h

:_Q EOOQV must Tﬂ -:ﬁ~@ﬁVﬂQ A::H ﬂ:ﬂ —— e Ql: er C:M_V\ QK-N-—_Q;.
? n m.

if, on the other hand, as aj) E ili

Qn-:mwani. the advance was SWMQE:MMQSESQ ot S
m:\<. difficult ground became j oot e
natives, isofated groups of
ambush, and fa|] upon the
all that watchful Finsi
and though the troops v

o forgo some portion

Y to ﬂ_m_ t out w.— om

Stre .U o o ,
m.@~ﬂ S Bﬁ—nw ﬂozﬁ::h: ~.-

A T ~L T 15 SO ar ~mv—=n

:H [«e] b d carny ut:

m. :_Q A:nm.ﬂv W, care :=< ~0Q O n-
14 as T m i

©re 7_.: ::-mw. mou —men:mﬁl i was H:O—_m_un wiser

m t mu b
o :Q Cz_ﬁ_::ﬂvzn :~HO:Q°Q ~c~ —.—nn ﬁ——ﬂ—w—c
R,

N S e i
S o 538 bt e O

R,

R

THE HUNTING OF AMBIORIX € 163

than to inflict it at the cost of valuable lives. Accordingly, messengers

B~
were dispatched 10 all the surrounding tribes, with a general invita-

tion from Caesar to flock to the plunder of the Eburones, and to the
certain prospect of loot. This device would at all events substitute
Gauls for Roman legionaries in the risky work among the woods, and
at the same time, by covering the country with dense hordes of men,
would make doubly sure that the treacherous tribe should pay for its
abominable crime by the utter extirpation of its name and race. From
all parts of the country a large force was rapidly assembled.

While these operations were in active progress from one end of the
district to another, the seventh day, previously fixed by Caesar for his
return to the legion guarding his base, drew steadily near. And now
occurred a remarkable illustration of the extraordinary power wiclded
by Fortune in the game of war, and of the incalculable nature of her
surprises. The enemy, as has been made abundantly clear, were broken
and crushed beyond hope of recovery, and throughout the whole field
of operations there was not a single armed band on foot sufficient to
raise even a qualm of apprehension. Suddenly to the ever-ready ears
of the Germans across the Rhine came the startling report that the
Eburonians were being plundered, and that anyone who liked might
come and share the booty. Instantly two thousand horsemen were
ready to march from the Sugambri, a tribe that lies nearest the
Rhine, and that has already come before us as having harbored

the Tencteri and Usipetes when these were chased out of Gaul. Cross-
ing the river by means of boats and rafts, thirty miles below the bridge
and garrison established by Caesar, they quickly reached the frontiers
of the Eburones, where they picked up numerous small bodies of
fugitives, and (what is always dearest of all to the native mind) large
quantities of cattle. From that point the lust of spoil drew them still
farther on; and, bred up as such men are from their cradles to war and
rapine, they made small difficulty of either forest or morass. Question-
ing their prisoners as to the whereabouts of Caesar, they learnt that

2% the Roman commander-in-chief was far away to the south, and¥hat the

Roman forces had all left the neighborhood. Then one of the prison-
ers made them a happy suggestion, and asked why they remained
contented with such meager and beggarly loot when wealth, beyond
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make a supreme effort, and headed by C. Trebonius, a Roman knight
who was acting as commanding officer of the contingent, they boldly
cut their way through the heart of the enemy, and safely recached
camp to a man. Close in their rear, with the impetus of the same
rush, the sutlers and cavalry, thanks to the intrepid conduct of these
veterans, were carried into safety. In painful contrast to this boldness
was the vacillating conduct of the division on the hill. Even now their
soldierly instincts had not returned to them, and lacking the resolu-
tion cither to adhere to their first resolve of clinging to the higher
ground, or to follow the example of swift and courageous action
which they had seen so splendidly vindicated in the case of others,
they attempted to carry out a regular retreat to camp, and in so doing
fell upon difficult ground. Their centurions behaved in a manner
worthy of all admiration. The senior companies in this legion had
in many cases been given to men specially promoted for valor from
the lower commands in others, and the brilliant reputation they had
already gained they were now determined not to lose. Fighting till
they dropped, they succeeded in temporarily relieving the pressure
of the attack, and by their noble self-sacrifice enabled a portion of
their men, to their own utter surprise, to regain the shelter of camp:
the rest were cut off and perished amid the throng of natives.

Secing that the garrison had by this time manned the walls, the
German raiders quickly abandoned whatever hopes they might have
entertained of storming a Roman camp, and after recovering their
spoil from the woods in which it had been hid, started off for the Rhine
towards home. Though, however, they were gone, the panic inside the
Roman lines continued unabated, so that when towards the close of
the same day the Roman cavalry, under C. Volusenus, rode into camp,
having been dispatched in advance by special orders, that officer
found it impossible to establish a belief that Caesar, with the main

army safe and well, was himself close at hand. So complete a mastery
had fear gained over their minds, that like men distraught they would
have it that the Rorm forces had been utterly annihilated, the cavalry
alone escaping in the rout, and insisted that, had the army still been
in existence, the Germans would never have dared to assault the camp.

Only the timely arrival of Caesar put an end to this state of panic.
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Fortune. She it was who had contrived the startling appearance of
the Germans before the camp, and her they had to thank for so
strangely turning them back just at the moment when rampart and
gates seemed to be jp their hands, But of all the various aspects of
the case none was certainly more remarkable than thag the Germans,
who had crossed the river for the €xpress purpose of Plundering the
possessions of Ambiorix, should by their sudden deflection towards
the Roman camp really play so completely into his hands.

Once more the systematic harrying of the ¢nemy recommenced

were mostly consumed by the army of men and animals now engaged
upon the work, wherever this was not the case the late season of
the year and the heavy autumn rains had already beaten them to the
Bround. Even, therefore, should g certain number succeed in evad-
ing the bands now operating against them, it was practically certaip
that, with the withdrawal of the army, any survivors muygt perish from
the total destitution that would ensue., Many were the occasions on
which the efforts of the crowds of horsemen quartering the country
seemed about to be crowned with success. Prisoners would declare
that only a moment ago they had seen Ambiorix fleeing for his life,
and straining their €yes to the horizon woul insist that even yet he
was not clearly out of sight. Then officers and men would be fired
with fresh zeal ar the prospect of overtaking the repel chief, and
buoyed up at the thought of earning the lasting gratitude of Caesar, <
,co:,-m,/ﬁ=a2mc such endless fatigue as apparently to triumph over
even the limits imposed by nature. Buy the fulfillment of their
desires, so ardently pursued, ever receded before their grasp; and
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BOOK viII

SECTION I. THE RISING OF VERCINGETORIX
The calm that now lay over Gaul had enabled Caesar to fulfill his
original plan of visiting Northern Italy, and superintending in that
part of his government the civil administration of the courts. There
he heard of the murder of Clodius (January 20), and acting upon
the consequent resolution of the Senate which called on all the adult
population of Italy to take the oath of military service, he proceeded
to order a levy throughout the province. These unusual movements
were of course at once reported to the Gauls beyond the Alps, and
their true significance being purposely exaggerated and perverted
by interested mischief-makers, Caesar was represented as forcibly
detained in Italy owing to the disturbances at Rome, and as unable
to rejoin his army through fear of an armed outbreak. So good an
opportunity was eagerly embraced by those who had long resented
the yoke of fareign rule, and fresh thoughts of war, on a bolder and
grander scale, now began to stir their minds. Secret councils were
convened in remote districts of the forest-lands, at which the national
leaders, taking the death of Acco for their text, cunningly incited
others (o rebellion by the insinuation that his fate might very prob-
ably be theirs, and by generally lamenting the woes of their unhappy
country. The great point was to discover some tribe to lcad the way,
and, induced by the sure prospect of generous reward from its fel-
lows, though at the imminent risk of its own existence, to work out the

170

T o T T e ",_,,__m

THE RISING OF VERCINGETORIX ¢ 171

common salvation of Gaul. The importance of severing Caesar from
his army before their secret negotiations got abroad was fully recog-
nized; but this feat was declared easy of accomplishment because,

. -

N . . . .
just¥s:in the absence of their commander-in-chief, the legions woulds

not think of stirring from their cantonments, so neither could he
without an escort make his way to them. And come what might it was
universally agreed that to fall fighting on the field of battle was infi-
nitely better than to endure the loss of their ancient military renown,
and of their sacred heritage of freedom as a people.

As a result of these discussions the Carnutes stepped forth with
the bold announcement that they were prepared to risk everything
for the welfare of their country, and to take upon themselves the
responsibility of beginning hostilities. It seemed inadvisable, how-
ever, at the present juncture to interchange hostages, as such a step
might well lead to disclosure; they thercfore requested all present
solemnly to bind themselves by the most sacred rite known to their
people, viz. the interlocking of their military ensigns, and to swear
that, when once they had set their hand as leaders to the task of
national redemption, other tribes should not leave them in the lurch.
Loud was the applause at this patriotic conduct of the Carnutes; and
every member present having given the required oath, a date was
fixed for carrying out their schemes, and the council then dispersed
to their respective homes.

As dawn broke upon the fateful day, the Carnutan authorities
gave the signal, and under the leadership of two desperadoes named
Cotuatus and Conconnetodumnus, an armed mob burst upon the
town of Cenabum (Orleans), where they first massacred the Roman
mercantile residents, and then proceeded to distribute their prop-
erty. Among the victims was a Roman knight of distinguished
family, C. Fufius Cita, who at the time was holding a commission from
Caesar in the commissariat department of the army. The story of this
deed of blood was quickly carried into every corner of Celtic Gaul.
In these regions the report of any event of uncommon interest or dis-
tinction is usually conveyed by being shouted across the countryside,
each man in turn catching it up and passing it on to the next. Thus_
on the present occasion an incident which happened at Cenabum
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the enemy, and reminding him that to him had been entrusted the
sole conduct of the war. To these arguments he yielded a grudging
recognition, and breaking up his camp among the Bituriges, began
to move southwards towards the Arvernian district.
Meanwhile Caesar, who had expected some such result in regard
to Vercingetorix, after remaining two days in the neighborhood,
gave out that the need of obtaining fresh dralts of infantry and
cavalry now summoned him away, and then quietly took his depar-
ture from camp. The command of the forces was left with one of
the younger generals, D. Brutus, who had orders to continue the
sweeping movements of the cavalry about the country during
the commander-in-chief’s absence, which would not, as he hoped,
be extended beyond three days. These dispositions effected, without
any suspicion even by his own attendants of the object of their jour-
ney, he traveled through with all haste to Vienna (Vienne), where,
picking up a division of cavalry which had been sent on thither some
days in advance, and was therefore now rested, and barely drawing
rein either by day or night, he raced across the country of the Aedui
towards the Lingones (Langres), where were two legions in winter
quarters. In this way he trusted to his speed to frustrate any designs
upon his own person that the Aeduan authorities might likewise be
harboring. Arrived at his destination, he at once sent word to the
remaining legions, and before any inkling of his presence in these
quarters had reached the Arverni, the concentration of the Roman
army was complete. At this unexpected news Vercingetorix once
more fell back upon the Bituriges, from whence he moved to attack
the town of Gorgobina, at this time inhabited by that section of the
Boii which after the Helvetian war had becn settled there by Caesar
in political dependence upon the Aedui.”
The enemy's new movement raised a serious difficulty for Caesar
as to what course he should pursue. To keep the legions together for

the rest of the winter while a city belonging to Aeduan subjects was

. Ny .
openly carried by assault, wasto confess before the Gallic world that

the Romans were unable to defend their friends, and to risk, there-
fore, the universal defection of Gaul: on the other hand, to move
from winter quarters earlier than usual, with transport a matter of
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town. The victory was all but complete: along the bridge and narrow
roads debouching upon it the crush had been so dense, that very few

indeed of the enemy's masses had succeeded in making their escape.
hen burnt; and the troops having

The town was first plundered and t
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been rewarded with the spoil, the army no

found itself in the country of the Bituriges.
The news of its approach caused a modification of plans

part of Vercingetorix, and breaking off the siege then occupying
him. he boldly advanced to throw down the gage of battle to Caesar

himself. The latter meanwhile had interrupted his advance in order
“ lying upon his line

on the

to attack the Biturigan town of Noviodunum.
of march. A desire to negotiate had already been expressed by the
garrison, and Caesar, anxious to complete his work with the same
expedition which had hitherto proved so effective, had, in answer to
their appeal for pardon and preservation, at once commanded the
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Upon Caesar's orders the cavalry advanced from camp and at
once engaged the enemy; but finding that they were being worsted
he called up as reinforcements a body of some four hundred German
troopers, which throughout these campaigns had been a permanent
feature Om..m#w_.av.. Before their charge the enemy broke and fled,
and with heavy loss fell back upon their main column. Their over-

throw revived to the full the alarms of the townsfolk, and, having

arrested the suspected leaders in the recent renewal of resistance,
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of Avaricum, he chose a site strongly fortified by forest and swamp,
and there made his camp. Organizing a regular service of secret mes-
sengers, he kept himself informed of all that passed within the town,
sending back his own instructions to the garrison. All movements
of Roman troops in search of fodder or provisions were carefully
watched; and if at anytime these got drawn too far from their basc or
became scattered, as was necessarily often the case, they were certain
to be attacked. The annoyance thus caused was very considerable,
and though various ruses were tried, such as changing the hour and
road taken by the foragers, they were mostly unavailing.
Caesar mcanwhile had commenced the siege. Fixing his camp
at that corner of the town where, as already described, an assault
alone is possible through the break in the line of river and marsh,
he proceeded to construct a siege embankment, and under cover
of mantlets to erect two wooden artillery towers. Circumvallation,
which under other circumstances would have been preferable, was
in this instance precluded from the peculiar nature of the ground.
On the extremely important question of supplies, though frequent
appeals were made to the Boii and the Aedui, they effected little.
The last-named tribe was but lukewarm in its support, and their help
was therefore insignificant: the other, being a small and weakly com-
munity, possessed but slender stocks of grain, and so quickly ran to
the end of its resources. When to Aeduan indifference and Boian
indigence there is added a third great obstacle in the destruction by
fire of all surrounding homesteads, it will readily be seen that the
Roman army was reduced to the direst straits for food: indeed, for
several days the men never tasted bread, and had to stay the pangs
of hunger solely by meat obtained from the herds that were driven in
from distant villages. Yet through all this period no word was uttered
unworthy of the great traditions of the Roman people, or of their
glorious record in the past. Indeed, when the question was put by
Caesar in turn to each of the legions, as he went the round of the
works and promised to break o_,w@»ﬂmmnmo if the strain imposed upon
the men proved too severe, the unanimous answer was that to do so
would be an insult, no less humiliating than undeserved, both to
thern and their many years of faithful service under himself, and that
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of their foe Hrcm/ovazq flaunting them to their face at so ridiculous
an interval, roused the legionaries to fury, and a clamorous demand
was made to have the signal for action. Caesar found it necessary
to explain how heavy must be the price of victory, and how terribly
long the death-roll of brave men; and though, as he told them, he
rejoiced to see the spirit of devotion animating them towards himself,
and leading them to dare anything for his honor, he yet felt that to
sacrifice their lives to his own ambition would justly convict him of
most heartless selfishness. Having thus consoled them for their disap-
pointment, on the same day he led his troops back to camp, where
the task of completing the various requisites for an assault was once
more resumed.
But the incident was not allowed to pass unchallenged so far as
Vercingetorix was concerncd, and on his return to headquarters
he was formally arraigned for treason. The substance of the charge
was that he had moved his camp within striking distance of the
Romans; that he had gone off with the whole of the Gaulish cavalry;
that he had left his large forces wholly destitute of a commander; and
above all that, under such favorable circumstances for the enemy,
his departure had been promptly followed by the appearance of the
Romans on the scene. These facts, it was argued, could not all of
them be the result of chance or altogether innocent of design, but
plainly indicated that he preferred to accept the kingdom of Gaul as
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i intentional; for, knowing their natural repugnance to strenuous toil
, and their impatience 1o have done with it, he had been afraid that
any subordinate might be driven by their impulsiveness to offer
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From all sides of the vast assembly loud applause was heard,
accompanied by the clash of arms, the invariable method of the
Gauls for signifying their approval of a speaker. Vercingetorix was
declared to be a heaven-born general, whose loyalty it was treason to
doubt and whose strategy it was impossible to improve. A picked force
of ten thousand men, drawn from all the confederates alike. was
straightway ordered for Avaricum. The salvation of their common
country, it was felt, should not be allowed to depend solely upon the
Bituriges; and, as was plainly evident, the retention of their capital by
that people was the true key to their ultimate victory over Rome.

Meanwhile the siege steadily advanced, the Roman soldiers
displaying a heroism that was only equaled by the inventive genius
of the Gauls. A more versatile race, in fact, nowhere exists, and in
adopting and reproducing all the best methods of other nations they
stand unrivalled. The powerful hooks used by the Romans for loos-
ening the wall would be turned aside by means of nooses made fast
to windlasses with which to draw them in; the great siege mound was
frequently undermined, with all the precision and skill that familiar-
ity with all branches of mining had given them, owing to the large
jiron workings in their country; while the whole periphery of wall
had been crowned with a line of storied towers, wrapped round with
skins. Nor did they fail to make constant sallies, by day no less than
by night, during which they would scatter fire upon the logs that
helped to form the embankment, or furiously attack the troops while
busy upon the works. Again, they would cleverly frustrate the object
of the two great movable towers, whose purpose it was to command
the town, by carefully noting the distance these rose with the daily
rise of the mound, and then raising their own to an equal height, by
taking a line through the tall uprights that formed their framework.

Finally, they would endeavor to block the open ends of the Roman

galleries protecting the sappers, and so prevent their reaching the

wall, by driving in timbers sharpened and fire-hardened at the point,
or by voW/.wim down burning pitch and placing in position massive
boulders of stone.

The walls of a Gallic town, it should be noted, are invariably

formed as follows. A line of heavy baulks at regular intervals of two




104 9 THE CONQUEST Of GAUL

ﬁ.v nea T— T— o *U »
- St om N—.—ﬂ V::Q—: ows :u same atter n
e t — € re W. H_:.: ~°= (4

. ed to the height i
Such a type of construction, besides UQM@ :ﬂuﬂm: ) e ol
o

ﬁos:.—, —J St C v— 00f against ~=n ac—:—ﬂ
0 n
S H € sto ewor —h 15 o— cours m. 3
H_—n ~=:~Vﬂ~.

ﬁo_.:»mn.m. Uﬂ—: ﬂ—N:-vﬂQ to ﬂﬁuu@— on H_—ﬂ inner M—QQ Uv M—:m—ﬁ UQN:—M.
m m.
um.n N M.U—.n —).WWM m: ~W= -: U—.Q eas QU»A—NJH“ to ~w,—ﬂ ram m~.=ﬂﬂ -.n _.m
v W‘ ! u *
::woww—v—ﬂ muﬂrﬂ— to v—.ﬂu—ﬁ H:Q:— :hv or to S—ﬂ—uﬁ—- n:mnz out.

N:Q at HT@ Q:ﬁ_ O~ ‘~<ﬂlu:ﬁman$n:ﬁv~ Qmwm n_—n% :NAm Suce 00;0; n ramisin
n

a mound 330 in wi
feet in widih and 8 ip, height.® This had near|
arly reached

H—.—n a(N—~ ﬂ<rm: one ni :_ as A.Nﬂva: as :M:N— wa ari
’
€ wat r

aste no si

» suddenly a littje before BWH.W_M:WM“MM ~
::.::.. showing that the mm.imo.: :mM
e time u.EmmrQ cheer ran from m:n
her, and from two of the gates, one on

e « S, asallying part oure
b z._w“” Mv.:w.mﬂm of their number from _.Nnm..‘ vohhou? “o want
| g ,~m ted torches and dried timber y iy
| 3 on puch and any other j
- ﬁﬁw of surprise it was diffic
or what point stood i, most pre
Caesar's Practice always to ke i

-—
-
&
w
1’4
)
¢
!
=
b4
3
@R
s
o]
3
g
oy
A
[¢]
3
o
~
3
=

THE RISING OF VERCINGETORIX € 185

the camp, strong drafts from which were constantly on guard in turn
upon the works; and owing to this precaution, the attacking parties
were quickly met, while with another division of the troops the tow-
ers were rapidly hauled out of danger, and the burning pile sundered
in twain. At the same time a hurried movement of all arms took place
from camp, to assist in extinguishing the flames.

Then for some hours the tide of battle raged on every side, till
night had been succeeded by morning. The enemy’s, hopes of victory
rose with every passing minute, reaching to certainty as they saw that
on the Roman towers the breastworks had been burnt off by the fire,
leaving it difficult for the troops, owing to the exposure, to go to
their assistance. Constant relays of fresh men pressed eagerly forward
to relieve those who had become exhausted, and the hour of Gallic
freedom seemed at last about to strike, when an incident occurred
under our own observation, which, as being well worthy of record
just as it was witnessed by us, we cannot allow to pass unnoticed.
Standing before the town gate was a Gaul, throwing on to the fire,
in a line with one of the towers, lumps of grease and pitch that were
passed out to him by hand. A bolt from one of the mounted pieces
of artillery struck him on his right, or unguarded side, and he fell
dead. Across his prostrate body one of those nearest at once stepped
forward to continue the same duty, until he too by the same method
was hit by the artilleryman, and dropped lifeless to the ground. His
place was taken by a third, and his by a fourth; nor was it till the fire

had been extinguished along the mound, and the enemy had been
driven back at every point, and all fighting was over, that the Gallic
sharpshooters allowed this particular post to go unoccupied.

The Gauls had now exhausted every expedient; and as each had
uniformly failed, on the next day, by the advice and command of
Vercingetorix, they resolved to evacuate the town. This step they
hoped to accomplish with little loss to themselves, provided they made

the attempt at dead of night; for not only was Vercingetorix's camp

at no great distance from the city, but the marshés which covered all
the intervening space would necessarily impede any pursuit on the
side of the Romans. Darkness having fallen, all was in busy prepa-
ration for the task, when suddenly the streets were filled with wives

-
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should be stopped, and flinging away their arms, rushed in wild
disorder for the furthest corner of the town. Here part fell an easy
prey to the troops awaiting them at the gates, as they crushed one
another in the narrow entrance, while any who had succeeded in
making their escape from the town were cut to pieces by the cavalry.
No one thought of plunder; but maddened, by the recollection of the
massacre at Cenabum (Orleans), as well as by the hardship and pri-
vations of the siege, the troops were altogether without mercy. Old
and infirm, women and children, were indiscriminately butchered.
When all was over, it was found that out of a total fighting popula-
tion of forty thousand men, scarcely eight hundred had succeeded
in making their way to Vercingetorix, these being the few who on
the first cry of alarm had made a wild dash for freedom. The arrival
of these fugitives in his camp was thought by Vercingetorix likely to
lead to a riot, through the sympathy excited by their pitiable plight.
He had therefore taken the precaution to post along the roads, some
distance in advance, prominent friends of his own from among the
various allies; and these late in the night quietly received them as
they came in from their flight, and having sorted them into tribes,
took each back to the particular quarter of the camp which had been
originally allotted to it.

The next day he called a meeting of his officers, and in a sym-
pathetic but stirring speech protested against all thoughts of gloom
or despondency on account of their late reverse. The success of the
Romans, he argued, so far from marking them as the better men in
a stand-up fight, was attributable solely to their knowledge of siege
warfare, a branch of military science that was unfamiliar to them-
selves. But apart altogether from the mistake of expecting every
operation in war to turn out well, he himself, as he reminded his
audience, and as they themselves could testify, had never favored the
retention of Avaricum; and their present disaster must therefore be
set down to the faulty judgement of the Bituriges, and to the too easy
nn@::&nniﬁ%&. the rest. That disaster, however, he assured them,
he would quickly retrieve by successes still more striking; for he was
already negotiating for the adherence of those who were yet outside

the national movement, and endeavoring to effect the unification
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and meanwhile, from an unexpected quarter, further assistance had
——

arrived. Teutomatus, son of Ollovico, king of the Nitiobriges, in spite
of the fact that his father had been honored by the Roman Senate
with the coveted title of “Friend,” took this opportunity to declare
his adhesion to the nationalist movement; and bringing with him
a powerful force of his own cavalry, with mercenaries hired out of
Aquitania, marched northwards to join the insurrectionary army.

SECTION I1. THE SIEGE OF GERGOVIA
Meanwhile Caesar was still at Avaricum (Bourges). Ample supplies of
all kinds had been found in the town, and a stay of several days in the
place afforded his troops, after their arduous labors and prolonged
shortness of rations, a much needed rest. With winter fast drawing to
its close, and the youthful season of the year once more beginning
to invite military operations, he had already determined to take the
field against the enemy, in the hope of either drawing him from his
woods and marshes, or of pressing him by siege. Suddenly from the
Aedui there arrived a deputation of leading chiefs, begging for his
assistance in what they described as a political crisis of the utmost
gravity. And, indeed, the situation, as represented by themselves, was
one of ?.&.o::a danger. Their ancient practice, extending now over
a number of years, had been, as it seemed, to elect a single magistrate
with an annual tenure of something like regal power: but at the pres-
ent moment there actually existed two heads of the government, each
claiming to be legally appointed. One of these, a chief named Con-
victolitavis, was a man in the prime of life, deservedly holding a very
high position; the, other, by name Cotus, belonged to one of their
very oldest houses, and through his powerful family connections
exercised a very wide influence, a brother called Valetiacus having
held the same office the year before. As a result of the impasse, the
whole country was up in arms, not only the governing council, but
every prominent individual of the tribe being ranged with his fol-
lowers into one of tWe hostile camps. A prolongation of the dispute
must end in a fratricidal struggle between the two parties, and so
desperate was the situation that, as the envoys declared, nothing but
the resourcefulness and authority of Caesar could now save iL.
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along the lines of communication. Returning then to the prosecution

of the campaign, he decided to make a twofold division of his forces.

Four legions were sent northwards under Labienus to operate against
the Senones (Sens) and Parisii (Paris); whilst with the remaining six
he himself moved southward against the Arverni (Auvergne), and with
the object of attacking their capital Gergovia' marched up the right
bank of the river Elaver (Allier). Of the cavalry, part accompanied
Labienus, part he retained with his own force. Vercingetorix’ answer
to these movements was immediately to break down all bridges lead-
ing across the river, and then to begin a corresponding ascent on the
opposite or western bank.

The two hostile armies were thus advancing on parallel courses,
separated merely by the river; consequently not only did each often
look on the camp of the other, but they even faced one another across
the stream, along the whole of whose banks scouts were now pick-
eted, so as to prevent the Romans anywhere from building a bridge
and thercby passing to the farther side. To Caesar the prospect thus
presented was one of no little anxiety, because, the Elaver (Allier)
not being as a rule fordable till autumn, he seemed threatened with
detention on the eastern bank for the greater part of the summer. To
extricate himself from this difficulty, he chose for one of his camps
a certain wooded district in a right line with one of the bridges
broken down by Vercingetorix; and on the following day, keeping
back two of his six legions, sent on the remainder with all the bag-
gage in the usual formation, but with certain of their battalions

so cunningly extended that they would pass muster as containing
the original number. This force was bidden to push on that day to the
utmost; after which, about the hour when, as he calculated, it ought
to be reaching camp, he proceeded to restore the ruined bridge on
its old piles, the lower ends of which were still standing. The work
was rapidly carried through, and the two legions being by its means

conveyed across, and a strong position chosen for a.new camp, the
™

other regiments were then recalled. The success of this rise made
Vercingetorix anxious lest he should be brought to battle against his
wishes, and quickening his rate of marching, he now hurried on in

advance towards his capital.
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Tempted by the bribes of the Arverni, he had been heard to use trea-
sonable language with nn:w.ﬁd firebrands among the nobility, notably
with a certain Litaviccus and his brothers, young men belonging to
one of the principal Aeduan families. Prefacing his remarks by divid-
ing with them the money received, he urged them to remember the
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put to death without a trial. Explaining that grief for the murder
of brothers and kinsmen prevented his telling them the story in
person, he then referred his hearers to those whom he described as
eyewitnesses that had escaped from the very midst of the carnage.
Thereupon certain carefully prepared agents were led forward,
and recounting to the assembly the gruesome details of the picture
merely outlined by Litaviccus, told how the Aeduan cavalry had been
done to death on the charge of intriguing with the Arverni, and how
they themselves had only escaped from the scenc of slaughter by shel-
tering behind the crowd of soldiers. A storm of indignation greeted
these words, and a fierce demand was raised that Litaviccus should at
once take measures to secure their safety. “Measures,” cried he,

... what need for them, when our plain duty is to hasten for-
ward to Gergovia, and to throw the weight of all our swords on
the side of the Arverni! Can anyone doubt that the Romans,
having stained themselves by the perpetrations of this hideous
crime, are now burning to complete their work of villany by
adding us to the number of their victims? Indeed, if we have a
spark of manhood in us, we shall, even here and now, avenge
the death of our martyred countrymen, and once for all make

an end of these butchers.

With these words, he pointed to a group of Romans who happened to
be traveling under the trusted escort of his party, and who were now
seized and put to death by the most fiendish cruelty, at the same time
that large quantities of stores and provisions under their charge were
looted by his men. After this, n:..mmmwmmnm were dispatched broadcast
through the Aeduan land, rousing the people to horror by the same
lying tale of their slaughtered knights and chiefs, and urging them to
adopt the same methods for the satisfaction of their wrongs.

The two Aeduan leaders referred to above, viz. Eporedorix and
Viridomarus, had recently been calié@Paut for service by a special
summons from Caesar, and had joined the Roman headquarters
with the body of native cavalry. Of the two, Eporedorix was a young
man of highly distinguished family and of immense influence in his
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Viridomarus, the two supposed victims of the ghastly story, were
ordered to display themselves among the troopers and to call aloud
on their followers by name. Their recognition revealed to the Aedui
the full extent to which they had been duped by Litaviccus, and
throwing up their hands in token of surrender, they at once began
to drop their weapons and to cry for quarter. In the interval Litavic-
cus, surrounded by his personal retainers, whom custom compels
never to desert their lords however desperate be their plight, got
clean away and fled into Gergovia.

The first act of Caesar was to send word to the Aeduan govern-

ment that, though by all the laws of war their contingent had forfeited
their lives, yet by an act of clemency he had allowed them to live. He
then gave his men three hours’ rest during the night, and having
struck camp commenced the return march to Gergovia. Half-way
on the road he was met by mounted couriers from Fabius, inform-
ing him that during his absence the garrison had passed through a
period of much peril. The enemy, it seemed, had taken the opportu-
nity to assail the Roman position in great force, and the defenders,
under stress of meeting a constant succession of fresh men along a
front whose extended length demanded their continual presence
on the ramparts, had become much exhausted. Numbers had been
wounded by the showers of arrows and other missiles launched by
the assailants—though here, indeed, the Roman artillery had done
excellent service in keeping down the fire; and when the messengers
left, Fabius was engaged in blocking up all gates of the camp save two,
in raising breastworks, and in generally strengthening himself for a
repetition of the affair next day. The news acted like magic upon the
wearied troops, and before sunrise Caesar was back in camp.

In the midst of these events outside Gergovia, the Aedui had
eagerly embraced the earlier reports sent off by Litaviccus, and had
left themselves little opportunity for a carcful investigation of the
facts. Among men whose habitual motives were greed or hatred, or
(what is the most nWWﬂnS:m:n of such races) mere blind impulse,
an unfounded rumor easily passed for truth; and Roman residents
now began to have their property plundered, their lives sacrificed,
or their persons hurried into slavery. Convictolitavis himself added
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fuel to the fire; and by goading on the populace to fresh outbreaks
of violence, hoped to appal them so much by the thought of what
had passed, that shame alone would prevent them from returning
to their duty. Typical of their madness was the case of M. Aristius,
which occurred at Cabillonum (Chalons-sur-Saone). This officer was
on his way to rejoin his regiment; and having been escorted out
of the town under a solemn pledge of safety, accompanied by the
Roman mercantile residents of the place who were compelled to go
with him, he and his little party were suddenly attacked upon the
road. Though losing all their baggage, they nevertheless made a
stout resistance, and after enduring a day and night's uninterrupted
siege, in which both sides lost heavily, they obliged ther assailants 1o
call up larger reinforcements.
In the meanwhile news arrived that all their troops were safely in
Roman hands; whereupon, hastily betaking themselves to Aristius,
they earnestly disclaimed all public responsibility for what had hap-
pened, and, instituting inquiries into the various acts of plunder,
confiscated the property of Litaviccus and his brothers, and dis-
patched commissioners to Caesar 1o establish their own in
In all this their chief concern was the recovery of their armed contin-
gent: their true sentiments were something very difterent from those
expressed. The recent outbreak had involved large numbers in its
guilt; and conscious that their hands were deeply stained with crime,
but that their pockets had been considerably enriched by the spoil
of their victims, these men, when punishment stared them in the
face, at once fell back on the desperate expedient of then and there
preparing for war, and of fomenting disaffection among other tribes.
Though all these facts were perfectly well known to him, Caesar yet
received the deputation with al possible courtesy; and assuring them
that he was not likely to confuse the tmpulsive acts of a heedless mob
with the deliberate policy of its rulers, promised that nothing should
ever prejudice the high regard he entertained for the Aeduan race.
That Hrnpam:/hmanao:mqw movement was bound (o spread there could,
however, be little or no doubt; and if he were not to be caught in the
center of a ring of hostile tribes, some scheme for extricating himself
from Gergovia, and for reuniting his scattered army, must at once be

nocence.
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companions, surrounded and cut down, and their bodies flung over
the wall. A second centurion from the same legion, M. Petronius, at the
head of a storming-party of his own men, had been for sometime
vainly trying to hew his way through one of the town gates, but was
now overborne by numbers. Desperately wounded, he dismissed all
hope of saving himself, and turning to his followers, begged they
would seize their opportunity while still they had it. “'Tis impossible,”
he exclaimed in soldicrly language, “that all of us should survive this
day; and as it was my ambition that brought you into this mess, I at
least will get you out.” So saying, he hurled himself upon the thickest
of the enemy, and having killed two with his own hand, succeeded
in clearing for a little a space outside the gateway. Every effort was
made by the others to support him, but again he insisted on their
departure, and declaring that his strength was now all but spent, and
that he was bleeding to death, bade them, whilst they had the time,
to regain their regiment. A few moments later he fell, still proudly
fighting, and his gallant death proved the salvation of the rest.
Sorely beset at every point, with no fewer than forty-six centu-
rions slain, the Romans were at length driven in confusion down
the heights. On their rear the triumphant foe pressed with haughty
insolence; and but for the timely assistance of the Tenth, which had
taken post on favorable ground for this purpose, worse disaster must
have followed. In this task it was admirably seconded by the battal-
ions of T. Sextius, which having by now moved out from camp, had
established themselves somewhat higher up. No sooner, however, did
the battered legions fecl their feet on the plain below, than at once
re-forming, with face presented to the foe, they stood firmly to their
ground. But Vercingetorix was already satisfied, and having followed
his enemy to the foot of the descent, he regained his stronghold on
the hills. The day’s fighting had thinned the ranks of the Roman
army by close on seven hundred men.

On the morrow the troops were mmmaBEnM/.m:a Caesar delivered
himself of some criticism on their conduct™~Their rashness and
impetuosity had, he said, cost them dear. In presuming to judge
for themselves how far the advance was to be continued, and what
movements it might be made to embrace, they had unwarrantably
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Once on that side, he was . approached by the two Aeduan lead-
ers, Viridomarus and Eporedorix, with news that the treacherous
Litaviccus, with all the cavalry in the place, had at once left Gergovia
to raise a rebellion among the Aedui, and that if that people was to
be saved from his baneful influence, they must themselves anticipate
his arrival. Such language did not deccive the Roman governor. Many
incidents had of late convinced him of Aeduan duplicity, nor could
he now fail to see that the open secession of the tribe must inevitably
be hastened by the departure of these two chiefs. Nevertheless, he
was not disposed to detain them; for to have done so must either have
placed him in a false position with regard to their government, or
else have created an impression of fear. On their finally taking leave,

he briefly recapitulated his own past scrvices to their state. He had
found it, he reminded them, at the lowest depth of national humili-
ation. Driven into the shelter of their towns, compelled to forfeil a
large slice of their land, and totally bankrupt in resources, they had
had to bow to the yoke of a haughty conqueror by the twofold degra-
dation of hostages and tribute. From this abject condition they had
been raised by himself to a height of prosperity and splendor, such as
not merely reinstated them in their former greainess, but conferred
upon them a position and an influence that was unsurpassed in the
history of their tribe. With this valedictory address, he dismissed
them from camp.
Situated on the banks of the Loire in a position of conspicuous
strength was the Aeduan town of Noviodunum (Nevers). By Caesar

it had been converted into a vast dépot for the general purposes

of these wars. In it were detained his numerous Gallic hostages,

collected from all parts of the country; here was his principal maga-
zine, his war-chest, and the greater bulk of his own and the army’s
baggage; here were the headquarters of his remount department

for the many hundreds of animals bought up in Ialy and Spain.

It was at this important center that Eporedorix and Viridomarus

first learnt on which sidé Yhe real sympathies of the country lay.
Here they heard of the welcome given to Litaviccus at Bibracte.” the

town best representative of Aeduan public opinion, and how he had

been afterwards joined there by the first minister of the country,
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therefore, by rapid and prolonged stages, day and night alike, he
suddenly appeared on the Loire to the amazement and consterna-
tion of the cnemy; and finding a ford through search by the cavalry,
which under existing circumstances might be considered more than
adequate, where it was just possible for the men to keep their arms
and shoulders clear of the water with their accoutrements resting
on them, he proceeded to transport the army. To break the force of
the current, the horsemen made a living dam across the stream; and
as the enemy had taken fright upon the first signs of the advance,
the passage proceeded in perfect safety. The country on the far side
yielded abundance of corn and cattle, and thus reprovisioned, the
army continued its march northwards towards the Senones (Sens).

SECTION 1L LABIENUS AND THE PARISII
It is now necessary to revert to the fortunes of Labienus and his cam-
paign against the Parisii, which were contemporaneous with these
actions of Caesar. Leaving the draft of recruits newly come from
Italy to guard his heavy baggage at Agedincum (Sens), he set out
with his four legions on his march for Lutetia (Paris), the capital city
of the Parisii, which stands on an island in the Seine. His approach
was the signal for a general muster of the local tribes, the command
of which was delegated to an aged chieftain of the Aulerci, named
Camulogenus, who, though heavily weighted with years, was from
his profound knowledge of the art of war publicly invited to accept
this réle. His trained eye quickly discerned a strong position for a
camp, and on the western side of the Seine. where the approach to
the Parisian capital is guarded by an extensive area of marsh, which
drains into the river and renders all the surrounding country unfit
for military operations, he awaited the arrival of the Romans pre-
pared to dispute the passage.

The obstacles in his way Labienus at first endeavored to overcome
by building a roadway across the marsh, and under cover of maov-
able mantlets large numbers of wattled hurdfes were laid down and
rubble superimposed. But the difficulties of such a course proving
insurmountable, a change of plan became necessary. Shortly after
midnight, therefore, he noiselessly evacuated camp, and retraced his
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steps as far as Metiosedum (Melun), a town of the Senones, situated
like Lutetia on an island in the Seine. Seizing there some fifty vesscls,
and with these rapidly constructing pontoons, he quickly transferred
to the other side a portion of his army; and as the townsfolk (or as
many of them as had not been impressed for the war) were over-
whelmed by the suddenness of his attack, the place was mastered
without a blow. He then repaired the permanent bridge across the
river, recently cut by the encmy, and having safely conveyed the whole
of his forces to the right bank, continued his march northwards to
the Parisian capital. Fugitives from Metiosedum carried the news of
his passage to the cnemy; whereupon, sending forward injunctions to
break down the bridges at Lutetia and to burn the town, they aban-
doned their first position at the swamp, and planted themselves on
the banks of the Seine right over against the capital, and immediately
confronting Labienus’ new camp.

By this time report was busy with Caesar’s withdrawal from before
Gergovia, and rumor whispered ominously that the Aedui had at last
thrown off their allegiance and that the national cause was sweeping
cverything before it; whilst on the lips of many a Gaul hung the story
that the great Roman commander had been successfully checked at
the Loire, and was now in full career towards the Province, as the
only hope of saving his army from starvation. The moment they were
assured of Aeduan disaffection, the Bellovaci (Beauvais), whose atti-
tude for some months had been more than equivocal, boldly threw
aside the mask, and raising bands, openly prepared for war. The
military situation had therefore, almost in a day, suffered a complete
reversal, and the original plans formed by Labicnus for the campaign
had accordingly to be no less fundamentally revised. He now saw that
it was no longer a question of extending his area of control, or of tak-
ing the initiative in war. but solely one of extricating himself from his
predicament by a safe retreat to Agedincum (Sens). Seldom, indeed,
has a great general been confronted with a more formidable array of
obstacles. To the north the powerful race o¥she Bellovaci, universally
acclaimed the bravest of Gallic peoples,' hung like a thundercloud:
immediately to the south lay a well-appointed army under the veteran
Camulogenus; whilst between the Roman expeditionary force and its
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The Acdunn nn<o_”rMMAMOJ IV. ALESIA AND THE END
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fieen thousand men, was ordered to assemble at

| The existing numbers of infantry he-declared
une by

estimated at some fi

the new headquarters.
to be sufficient: for, having no intention of provoking fort

pitched battles, he trusted for final victory to an overwhelming force
of cavalry, by which to isolate the Romans from every source of food
or provender. All he asked was that his followers should patiently
destroy their crops and burn their farms; seeing in such present
personal sacrifices the sure prelude to permanent power and rule,
which as soon as they were freed from the heel of the invader, would
undoubtedly be theirs. As the first step towards the realization of
these ambitious plans, he determined on the invasion of the Roman
ies of simultaneous and concerted attacks. The
gusiavi,? situated immediately beyond
aise ten thousand infantry,
men, to commence

Province by a ser
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tricts of their overlords the Arverni (Auvergne), were launched upon
the lands of the Helvii (Viviers);* and in the same way the powerful
Ruteni (Rodez) and Cadurci were ordered to raid the Arecomican
section of the Volcae (Nimes). Though, however, threatening war, the
Gallic leader was not unmindful of any opportunity to treat; and in
the case especially of the Allobroges, whom he conceived to be not
t settled down again after their recent rising, he made every
alliance, plying their leaders with lavish promises
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effort to secure an
of gold, and their government with the tempting prospect of future
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.. . is boldly to attack their column while hampered with
its march. If the infantry of the legions attempt to go to its
defense, the time so wasted will only hinder their own advance:
if, on the other hand, as I confidently expect, they resolve to
abandon stores and baggage and seek merely to extricate
themselves, then it becomes an open question whether the loss
of all the accessories of an army will be more damaging in its
results than that of its prestige. | purposely omit all reference
(o their horse, because you will, I'm sure, agree with me that
that force has not the courage to show itself a yard outside the
column; but to give you greater confidence in your attack, 1
propose Lo take post with the infantry of the line immediately

in front of camp, where our presence will remain a constant

menace to the enermy.

His words were greeted with hearty acclamation by the troopers, who
at once demanded that a solemn oath should be administered, that
anyone who failed to ride twice through the enemy’s column should
henceforth be counted a homeless man, without a roof to his head,

without welcome from either children, parents, or wife.

The proposal was accepted, and all present bound themselves
by its terms. The next day, accordingly, Vercingetorix formed his
cavalry into three separate divisions, and whilst two of these showed
themselves in hostile line against the two flanks of the advancing
Romans, the third opened an attack upon their front. The encmy's
new tactics were at once reported to Caesar, who forthwith ordered

a similar distribution of his mounted force, and then gave the word

for a general advance against the enemy. Brisk fighting followed at
g which the Roman column was halted

cach of the three points, durin
e legions. Where the

and the baggage trains withdrawn within th
progress of the action demanded it, and where the enemy’s weight

of numbers pressed too heavily against their weaker opponenis, the

infantry of the line stood ready tglieve the strain, and was at once

pushed up in support. This checked the Gallic pursuit, and also by
the confidence which their presence inspired stitfened the fighting

spirit of the cavalry. At length the squadrons of German auxiliaries
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army

important
prisoners were taken, among the most distinguished being three

Aeduans who were brought before Caesar. These were their cavalry
commander, Cotus, the recent rival of Convictolitavis in his contest
for the chief magistracy; Cavarillus, who had succeeded Litaviccus,
atter that chiefiain's treacherous revolt, as head of the Aeduan bri-

Ladac o

Vercassivellaunus
Line ofcourtervatlation

A. Camp attacked by
B. Camp of relieving

Line of circumvailation

//f/’::s:
S\ d ///r———? &

3 Heights in Feet

3

Caesar’s arrival in the country,

His cavalry routed on aJ] sides, Vercingetorix with his main force
had withdrawn from his position before his camp, and leaving word
for his convoys 1o get under way and 1o follow with all speed, set his ﬁ
army in motion for a city cailed Alesia (Mt Auxois), the principal

=
/” )
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ing host, whose rear he further thinned by something like three
thousand men. The nex day he camped outside Alesia, and having
reconnoitred the Position, addressed his lroops on the present posi- .%;,/////
tion of the campaign. The enemy, he pointed out, were broken and . S
dispirited by the overthrow of their mounted troops, that branch of &
their army on which they had chiefly relied; and bidding his men
therefore accept cheerfully the task thag now confronted them, he
began his preparations for the siege,

The town of Alesia, a which the o rival armies had now met -
for the fina] conflict, was perched on the summit of high plateau, .
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resting above the soil. These being arranged_ in rows of five, and tied
and lashed together into a single set, anyone who was then unfor-
lunate enough to trespass upon what the troops facetiously termed
their "boundary-stones.” found himself impaled upon spikes of the
most deadly nature. In front of these, set zigzag fashion in the form
of a quincunx, a number of pits were next dug out, cach 3 feet deep,
with sides slightly converging inwards. Into these, after their upper
ends had been sharply pointed and hardened off in the fire, smooth
stout logs, of about the diameter of a man's thigh, were lowered, with
4 inches or less left standing above the ground: and a foot or so of
each hole having been filled in and stamped down to secure firmness
at the base, the rest was overlaid with brushwood and brambles, so
as the more perfectly to disguise the trap. The rows of this form of
entanglement were placed eight deep, 3 feet separating each; and the
nickname given them by the troops, from a fancied resemblance to
the flower, was that of “lilies.” As a last obstacle, the ground in front
of these was planted thick with small wooden pegs, dug down to their
full depth of 1 foot, but bearing on their heads a highly formidable
iron barb, which once more, in the rough language of the soldiery,
were o serve as “spurs” 1o their opponents.

Such then was the system of defenses that formed the Roman
lines of contravallation against the Gauls under Vercingetorix in
the town; and as soon as it was completed a similar system in all
respects was at once constructed as lines of circumvallation against
the anticipated succors from without. These last were drawn in
accordance with the natural features of the ground, and embraced
a circuit of nearly fourteen miles. In this manner Caesar confidently
believed that his rear was sufficiently fortified against any attack
that might be made upon it; yet in spite of this, in view of the pos-
sibility of having to abandon the blockade under circumstances
fraught with danger to himself, a standing order was maintained
that all sections of the army should keep. censtantly by them thirty
days’ rations both of food and fodder. =~

Whilst the Romans were thus toiling at Alesia, the Gallic nation
was preparing for its great counterstroke. A national assembly of all
the more distinguished chiefs was summoned, at which it was decided
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that, indifferent alike o the claims of gratitude and the recollection

of past friendship, men now flung themselves into this war with a
passion and abandonment that nothing could surpass. The result was
shortly seen when eight thousand cavalry and some 240,000 infantry
stood ready to march, for the seat of operations. In a grand review
held in the country of the Aedui the official numbers were checked
and the officers appointed. The supreme command was divided
between four great chieftains, Commius the Atrebatian, the two Aed-
domarus and Eporedorix, and an Arvernian named
a cousin of Vercingetorix. These in turn were sup-
ives of each tribe, who formed a central
rvision of the war. In buoy-

uan leaders Viri
Vercassivellaunus,
ported by elected representat
and consultative body for the general supe
ant spirits and light-hearted gaiety the vast assemblage now started
r was there in its ranks a single man who questioned the
omans would now be caught between two
1d never face a desperate sally
allation, and at the
adron and regiment

for Alesia; no
result. Arguing that the R
fires, they were satisfied that these cou
from the town on the interior lines of circumv
same time endure the sight of squadron after squ
after regiment deploying from outside.
Meanwhile at Alesia itself the covenanted day for the appearance
of the relieving force had come and gone: supplies were exhausted,
and no ray of light as to what was passing among the Aedui had as
he city: a council of war was summoned, and a dis-
japter of the siege. Amid a muiritude
others a bold and vigorous
e whose speech,

yet penetrated to t
cussion opened on the final cl
of counselors, some urging surrender,
¢ while strength remained, there stood forth on
ry brutality of its sentiments, deserves recording.
n named Critognatus, a man of noble
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This was a certain Arvernia
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chiefs as follows:

I am not concerned, gentlemen, 0 discuss the opinion of

those amongst uswho, by a gross abuse of language, gloss
s,irmim:onrm:m

over, under the specious title, of capitulatio
y of the most degraded kind. Such men, in my

less than slaver
are little better than renegades, and should

poor judgement,
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find no seat in the council-chamber of theijr nation. Rather let__

—me deal with those who favor an immediate sally; for in their
advice, so cagerly welcomed by yourselves, [ gladl
the note of ancient greatness.

To be unable to endure a little hunger shows
lanimous, not a heroic

y recognize

surely a pusil-
Spirit; and men to lead a forlorn hope
can always more readily be found than those who will suffer
and not complain. Were it merely a question of sacrificing our
own lives, the proposal under consideration would have my
approval—so much self-esteermn you may safely grant me—buy,
as it is, any measures that we form at the present juncture must

inevitably involve the rest of Gaul, which, in obedience to our

appeal, has risen to our aid, Suppose we now decide to make
of our eighty thousand men asingle hecatomb; what stomach
for a fight, think you, will our friends and relatives possess,
when they see the battlefield already become a shambles? |
appeal to you not to rob deliberately of your assistance those
who, for your sakes, have boldly hazarded their all; nor, by an
act of thoughtless impulse, or from inability to face hardship,

sacrifice the future interests of your country, and thereby rivet

chains of bondage upon her people such as time will never
break. What is the motive that prompts t

o such a counsel?
Is it that you question either the

sincerity or the courage of
our supporters, simply because they are overdue? Then, pray,
turn your eyes in the direction of those Romans yonder, toil-
ing so desperately upon those outer works, and ask yourselves

whether they can be doing that for fun. Granted that where

communication is cut, and no message can reach us from out-

fthe truth of what 1 say is not attainable;
yet, that the relieving force is on is way is surely evident from
the feverish haste of those who, night or day, never lay aside
their tools. What, then, you say, is mv advice? Why, simply to . -
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of the combatants, both from those who were so closely immured
within the iron ..wsm.um the Roman siege-lines, and from those whose
work it was to pierce this ring, fierce war-cries now rent the air, each
answering each, as all parties strove to nerve their champions to the
fray. On an arena which was commanded by every eye, and on which,
therefore, no act of special gallantry or its reverse could escape detec-
tion, the eagerness to win applause, and the dread of being branded
as a coward, were powerful incentives to either army. All through the
afternoon the battle raged blindly, victory inclining now this way and
now that, when, towards sunset, the Germans in a certain quarter of
the field closed up their squadrons, and charging home with fury
upon the enemy, drove them back at the sword’s point. Their over-
throw at once exposed the archers who had been acting in support,
and who were now quickly surrounded and cut down. The whole line
thereupon gave way, and following up their advantage, without once
permitting any chance of rally, the Roman horsemen pushed their
pursuit almost as far as the enemy’s entrenchments. Thus the first
round of the great contest was over, and its result was a cruel blow
1o the new hopes of the besieged; they had moved out to witness a
victory, and it was with heavy hearts and premonitions of ultimate
defeat that they now regained the town.

After a day's interval had elapsed for the adequate preparation of
fascines and scaling-ladders, the Gauls once more issued from camp,
and about midnight noiselessly made their way towards that portion
of the Roman works that spanned the low-lying flats. There, startling
the night with a shout that echoed up to the besieged and was meant
to apprise them of their advance, they suddenly opened upon the
Roman guards a tremendous fire of slingbolts, arrows, and stones,
intended to sweep them from, the ramparts; and then, covered by
this, proceeded to throw down their fascines and to make ready for
escalade. At the same instant Vercingetorix' bugle-call was heard

answering from the town and the besieged commenced to move

down the hill. Thealarm found the Romans in nowise unprepared;

for, since every man from previous practice knew instinctively his
position on the walls, they at once advanced to the lines, where, by
means of the various kinds of ammunition that been accumulated for

___
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in a somewhat critical position, on a gently falling slope. This camp
was occupied by two legions, under command of C. Antistius Reginus
and C. Canninius Rebilus, two of Caesar's generals of division. Hav-
ing therefore acquainted themselves through their scouts with the
character of the surrounding country, the enemy’s leaders procceded
to form a picked body of sixty thousand Gallic infantry, drawn from
such tribes as were generally considered the hardest fighters; and a
plan of action and the method of carrying it out having been secretly
agreed upon, it was arranged 10 make their approach as nearly as pos-
sible at the hour of noon. The leadership of this force was entrusted to
the Arvernian chieftain Vercassivellaunus, one of their four supreme
generals and a near kinsman of Vercingetorix. Leaving camp shortly
after sundown, and marching uninterruptedly throughout the night,
this division reached its destination with the earliest streak of dawn,
and ensconcing itself behind the shoulder of the hill that has been
already mentioned, lay down to rest after its long fatigue. As soon as
their commander judged it close to midday, he once more set his men
in motion for the particular camp that has been described; whilst
simultaneously the Gallic cavalry advanced from its main position
towards that section of the works that crossed the plain, and their
other forces showed themselves outside the lines.

Each of these movements was plainly discernible by Vercingetorix
from his watchtower in Alesia, and accordingly he at once moved out
to support the main attack: fascines, poles, battery-sheds, hooks for
breaching the rampart, and the various other requisites for a success-
ful sortie, previously prepared for the purpose, were now brought
up. Thus at a single moment from end to end of the Roman lines the
roar of battle broke upon the ear. The enemy, made desperate by
past failure, were resolved to leave no stone unturned, and with sure
judgement swooped upon every weak spot in the defenses. With such
extended lines to guard, the Roman strength was necessarily much

divided, nor was it easy tomeet adequatcly the manifold demands that
were made upon it. Not the IeXst of the many disconcerting circum-
stances to which the legionaries were now exposed, was the hoarse
shout of battle in their rear; they were continually conscious that
their own position was dependent upon the steadfast perseverance of




=

"=

sy e

230 % THE CONQUEST OF GAUL

others; and of all tests by which human nature can be tried, the most
severe is that of some peril that ovmanmﬁ_ﬁdamm:m unseen.
Selecting some central point from which to survey the field of
battle, Caesar stood ready to reinforce all threatened points. A
common instinct told all combatants, friend and foe alike, that
the hour for a superhuman effort had arrived. The Gauls knew
well that, unless they could pierce and break that fortified ring,
their cause was lost: the Romans saw before their eyes, with every
stroke they dealt, the longed-for consummation of all their hopes.
The most critical fighting occurred along the upper line of works,
against which Vercassivellaumis, it will be remembered, had been
dispatched. The additional strain here imposed upon the defense
by the inclined position of the ¢tamp was tremendous. The enemy
dividing their forces, while some threatened the battlements with
their fire, others advanced to the breach under the usual formation
on such occasions—the “tortoise” roof of shields; and for both oper-
ations a steady stream of reserves stood always ready. Every available
man brought up his load of earth and rubbish to make a causeway,
and soon not only had the Gauls a clear ascent before them to the
ramparts, but by the same methods the Roman obstructions hid-
den in the ground were also neutralized. Strength and ammunition
were both fast failing the hard-pressed troops.
On receiving information of the critical state of things in this
quarter of the field, Caesar detached Labienus with six battalions
to relieve the pressure. Should that fail to check the advance, then
that officer had instructions to withdraw contingents from the sur-
rounding forts, and issuing from the lines to fight an action in the
open. This last measure, however, was only to be adopted in case all
others failed. The Roman commander elsewhere strove to animate
the defense by a personal visit to the trenches; where, appealing to
his sorely harassed men not to succumb beneath the trial, he showed
how on that day and on that hour hung_the fruit of all their victo-
ries. On the town side, the attacking vmﬁwﬂ.:ﬂa_ decided to abstain
from any attempt against the lower works where they crossed the
plain, as being too formidable for assault; and directing their ener-
gies against the rugged ground above, they proceeded 1o bring up
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heavy javelin, the Romans trusted solely to 5.5:1 ”a.onaqu e
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to receive them, and 3 fearful carnage ensued, Among the killed_
imm/mn_u:::m. the warrior chieftain of the Lemovices, while among
those taken in the rour was the famous Arvernian leader Vercassiy-
ellaunus. Eighty-four regimental colors were brought as trophies to
Caesar; and of the once majestic host that had marched 1o the reljef
of Alesia, only a tiny fraction struggled back to camp. The sight of

exhaustion of the troops caused by the repeated calls made upon
their strength throughout an exceptionally trying day, the annihija-
tion of the €nemy must have followed. As it was, the cavalry a little
after midnight was sent in pursuit, and catching up the rearguard, .
took heavy toll in killed and prisoners; the rest of the fugitives then _
scattered, and melted away to their homes.

On the morrow of this disastrous day Vercingetorix ‘convened a ;

meecting of his captains, and add resstng them for the last time as their

hands. A Mmessage to this effect was sent out by the garrison to Caesar, | !
who returned the answer that all arms mug; be surrendered, and 3
every chief appear personally before him, Taking his seat at a point w
well within the fortified lines, a litte distance from his own camp, the
Roman governor then formally received their submission; the Gallic ;
chiefs were brought out under escort, Vercingetorix was handed over_ o

as a_prisoner, and all arms were thrown ta the ground. The remain- X% |
ing Dm..ﬂ..mei:r the exception of the Aedui and Arverni, who were m,
retained in the hope of bringing pressure to bear upon their govern-
ments, were then distributed as booty, ane 1o every Roman soldier.
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